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Criticizing and rejecting the Western metaphysical tradition, which searches
for an absolute notion of Truth, Rorty describes the truth of beliefs as relative
and dependent on the context of their origin. On the other hand, Allameh
Tabataba’i, with a fundamentally metaphysical background, presents an
innovative theory within the tradition of Islamic philosophy with similar
consequences. This theory considers some valid perceptions in the sphere of
action, namely, ‘I ‘tibari perceptions,” which, he specifies, play a central role
in the historical evolution of human life. Unlike true perceptions, I ‘tibart
perceptions are relative and constantly evolving depending on environmental
and social conditions. In this paper, with a comparative-analytical approach,
we will show that Tabataba’i’s theory of 7 tibart perceptions has a significant
affinity with Rorty’s view on relative truths. Although Rorty, unlike
Tabataba’i, does not leave room for the absolute notion of Truth, we will
investigate this difference to explore the possibility of congruence and
compatibility between the thoughts of these two philosophers.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Allameh Tabataba’i (1902-1981), with an innovative idea in the tradition of Islamic philosophy, explains
the plurality of cultures, beliefs, and values in different human societies based on the theory of i‘tibart
perceptions. While acknowledging the possibility of having True, absolute, and fixed perceptions, he also
acknowledges that some perceptions could be relative and variable, and not absolute and fixed. These
perceptions can be valid depending on the environment, time, and different societies to which humans
belong. Allameh’s theory of i ‘tibari perceptions is closely associated with the pragmatism of Richard Rorty
(1931-2007). In Rorty's opinion, the difference between cultures cannot be explained based on the absolute
notion of Truth. He believes in a multitude of perceptions that are considered valid depending on the context
of their origin. Nevertheless, there is a fundamental difference in the foundations of these two philosophers'
thoughts. Rorty does not leave room for what is called in Allameh’s system of thought the ‘True’ and
‘absolute’ perceptions. This is why, according to the tradition of Islamic philosophy, pragmatism, as one
of the examples of sophistry, is opposed to philosophy. In this paper, based on Allameh's theory of i‘tibart
perceptions, which is proposed in the framework of Islamic philosophy, we try to understand Rorty’s
approach to valid relative perceptions. We will explore the possibility of congruence and compatibility of
the thoughts of these two philosophers.

Discussion

According to Allameh, mere human recognition of beings, by itself, does not lead to action. To take action
in the face of different and variable environmental needs and requirements, it is necessary to acknowledge
certain ‘ought’-statements. Allameh interprets these acknowledgments as ‘I‘tibarT perceptions.” They do
not refer to the representation of reality. Therefore, they cannot be called true or false, but they can be valid.
The criterion of the validity of these perceptions is their practical usefulness in achieving the goals for
which they have been set. Allameh considers the formation of these perceptions to be a poetic, metaphorical
process. According to him, creating new perceptions in the face of new intentions is typically similar to
what a poet does. The poet uses the usual meanings in a new place. He changes their usage and creates new
meanings. According to Allameh, poetry is an excellent example of using metaphor to create new meanings,
concepts, and perceptions.

On the other hand, Rorty also believes that when we are engaged in practical activity, we ‘ought to’ have a
certain view of the world, which inevitably reflects our interests and values. ‘Ought’-statements are not
intended to tell us how objects are. Therefore, according to the traditional theory of Truth, these statements
are neither true nor false; Rorty thinks they can be considered ‘valid’ depending on their practical usefulness
in fulfilling what we want. Another essential element of Rorty’s pragmatism is the role of poetry and
metaphor in forming new beliefs. According to him, the philosophizing of the previous philosophers should
be considered not the discovery of fixed objective truths, but the metaphorical inventions of creative minds
in facing new issues raised in different historical, local conditions. Rorty seeks to replace ‘philosopher’
with ‘poet.” ‘Poet’ means someone who creates new things, such as new ideas, new meanings, new
language, and new perceptions, new things that are more useful than their previous versions for new
problems. This broad meaning is similar to the meaning of the poet that Allameh develops in the theory of
i‘tibar1 perceptions.

The main difference is that Rorty denies any absolute notion of Truth. Contrary to Rorty, although Allameh
accepts the relative validity of practical perceptions, he believes denying the absolute notion of Truth leads
to sophistry. Nevertheless, the analysis of the theory of i‘tibarT perception itself provides a possibility for
the congruence and compatibility of the thoughts of these two philosophers. Allameh considers ‘conformity
to knowledge’ an i‘tibari perception. That is, the fact that we consider knowledge to be correspondence
with reality is a practical validity. We inevitably ought to validate knowledge as realistic, because action
based on something that we do not really consider to exist is pointless.
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On the other hand, Allameh’s theory of ‘substantial motion’ posits that everything in the natural world is a
matter of motion. From this perspective, even what Allamehcategorizes as ‘True perceptions’ can be seen
as human motion and activity. This suggests that ‘True' perceptions are deemed true based on their practical
validity. This interpretation might seem to lead to a form of sophism within the theory of i‘tibart
perceptions. However, a deeper examination of Allameh’s viewpoint reveals that the validity of ‘conformity
to knowledge’ is consistent with realism. In Allameh’s view, realism encompasses the recognition of the
existence of reality. Yet, no matter how much we strive for reality, we can only attain knowledge of reality,
not reality itself.

Rorty shares a similar view. He does not consider the negation of independent truth as the negation of
independent reality. He says that we must distinguish between the claim that "the world is out there" and
the claim that "the truth is out there™. Rorty accepts a minimally realistic view. His anti-realism is a negative
position in which representationalism is rejected . It simply means that there is an independent ‘reality,” but
‘truth’ cannot be independent of us. This is close to the interpretation we proposed about Allameh’s theory.
Conclusion

Rorty considers revolutionary theorists as ‘strong poets.” Their role is not to discover truth, but to provide
metaphorical explanations and compose unprecedented poetry that can respond to new issues. In line with
this notion, Allamehcan be seen as an example of a ‘strong poet.” He did not consider it possible to explain
the plurality of beliefs in different human societies and cultures by simply resorting to previous ideas. To
respond to this problem, Allameh embarks on an innovation, a kind of poetry that has no precedents in the
tradition of Islamic philosophy. In other words, the theory of i‘tibart perceptions, not only prescribed poetry
in the sphere of ‘action,’ but in a broader view, it is a kind of poetics in the sphere of ‘theory.’
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