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Abstract
In Augustine's thought, human nature is sick because of origi i ase has also made
humans incapable of achieving salvation and doing good dee i ds an external factor

to be strengthened: grace. The result of Augustine's belief is t guilty of physical birth
approach has results that
| principles. \&irst, it deprives God of the attributes of
od to\eg j cause the Bible considers God to be
, It causes an unfair interpretation
umagy, beings and reduces them to
rsty@omBidgrs the human will to be free,
and in the next step, he inthgduces human nature ure arf@explains it with an Arian approach;
he first explains grace and interpretation of Paul. He also considers

Augustine's evidence 8' e i declaring the infants free from any sin. In

undermine the tenets of Christian doctrj
justice and power, while the Bible consi
Just and seeks a conception of man as a ju
of Divine Grace that challenges other inner

this study, we intend vesti iS I i ly and refer to original sources.
A N\
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Throughout church history, there has been continual controversy over the interpretation of the
Bible, leading to the emergence of various theological perspectives. These disputes were typically
initiated by theologians and often lasted for years, resulting either in the creation of doctrinal
divisions and the formation of new theological systems or in condemnation by church councils.
Another significant controversy arose that seems to have left an extraordinary impact on
theology and the history of the Christian tradition—a controversy that focused on humanity,
which can be explained as follows: the nature of humanity and the perspective on it have been
among the concerns of Christian theologians. It appears that the developfignt of humanity has
been a primary factor in their diverse theological interpretations regarding the nature and status
of human beings. Among the issues directly connected to this development arésin and its
relationship with human will.

.

If we accept, based on a tacit agreement, that there are two views on huma
humans lack free will and another in which humans poss

—one in which
must be said that
sin plays a central role in this existential characterizatio entails its necessary
implications. As a defender of the former view, Augustine co an nature tainted by sin
and, consequently, regards human will as impaired. his opinion, grace is the only way to
onversely, Pelagius, as an advocate
of the latter view, believes that human natdre is human will is free, leaving no place
for the Augustinian concept of grace in the salv@tion. Furthermore, Augustine's
approach leads to a dreadful conclusion, na mfu‘“nfants —which, in Pelagius's
view, undermines divine tice a‘ power. This also results in a
misinterpretation of grac If. Pelagius seems to interpret Augustine's
references to biblical'®idence f issi f sin and the meaning of Christ as grace

the effectof sinhas been transmitted to all the descendants of Adam.
physical factors in this transmission and provided neither a rational
er supporting evidence; instead, he solely based his doctrine on Paul's
words. Suppose Auglstine indeed believed in transmitting sin through inheritance and
considered it possibl that case, he must also answer why the specific knowledge that Adam
and Eve acquired after eating from the forbidden tree was not transmitted to their descendants.

committed to
Augustine conside
explanation nor any

Augustine has no answer to such questions; instead, by expanding the doctrine of original sin, he
aims to establish and solidify Christ's role as the Savior. For without original sin, the coming of
Christ into this world, according to Augustine, would be meaningless. Furthermore, the concept
of Christ as grace would also be overshadowed, such that the meaning of Christ's grace as an
external cause for human salvation would be reinterpreted in a Pelagian sense, thereby
undermining the status of Christ. Therefore, it could be said that Augustine's purpose in



proposing the doctrine of sin as a means is nothing other than to preserve Christ's role as the
end—that is, the agent of salvation for humanity.

Augustine pursues a goal without a logical basis and resorts to any means to achieve that goal,
even if this means adopting an interpretation of scripture as per one individual, like Paul. Thus,
Augustine's approach, as described, lacks logical credibility. Next, we encounter Pelagius, who
critiques Augustine in two respects: First, he holds that human will is free since a divine attribute
like justice necessitates that God creates humans with free will and free fromgany sin. In Pelagius's
view, theological doctrines should not be based solely on the literal text of the Bikle; instead, one
must also consider the meaning hidden behind them, as many verses are meta ical, and
Augustine himself often refrains from the literal interpretation and se vey the
underlying spirit of the meaning. A \

Pelagius does not deny original sin itself, but he rejects i y, as he finds no
rational basis foritand interprets Paul's words, if taken as a
can carry multiple meanings. By doing so, Pelagius first e man will as capable of
salvation for humankind, and in the next step, he givesya different meaning to Christ as grace. In
this approach, grace means that, by pr“g mo nce and instructing humanity, Christ
creates the foundation for salvation aWel re emp thout interpreting grace in the
Augustinian sense. Augustine crafted his uniq lon @f grace based on his intended
purpose, which lacks logical credibility. Given |I5,‘M approach to sin, will, grace,
and Christ seems more lo | and acceptable th Augus‘e's, as Pelagius does not resort to

ambiguous matters witho‘r nal suppoxt to resolke the mentioned issue.

A}

Conclusion “‘

seesitas aj nt God imposed upon Adam, whose offspring, present in his loins,
nsequences of that sin. Augustine suggests a "seminal" presence of all
as if they sinned with him, and the impact of that sin was imprinted in
their very nature. In Aligustine's view, this seminal presence renders human will insufficient for
salvation on its own; s, external aid is necessary—namely, grace. This grace is embodied in
Christ, who, by offering himself, removed the effect of original sin from humanity and opened

the path to salvation. However, following Arius, Pelagius challenges Augustine's interpretation,

naturally bore the
humanity within Ada

questioning how original sin could be transmitted to Adam's descendants. What sense does it
make for the effects of a single specific act by Adam to be transferred to his progeny? If the sin
transferred, why not also Adam's virtue, such as worshiping God? Pelagius argues that the
transmission of sin contradicts divine justice, as it suggests that God punishes others for a sin
they did not commit. Furthermore, he claims it undermines divine power, as it implies God was
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unable to distinguish and separate Adam from his descendants despite the Bible's emphasis on
God's justice and omnipotence. Pelagius alsocriticizes Augustine's Paulean basis for the doctrine,
particularly his interpretation of Romans 5:12: "Therefore, just as sin entered the world through
one man." Pelagius proposes an alternative understanding: this passage signifies the loss of a
state Adam's descendants could have enjoyed in Eden, but due to sin, they, too, fell from that
state and were cast out. Thus, this interpretation aligns more closely with the Fall of Adam and
Eve than with the transmission of sin. Furthermore, Pelagius believes that humans will remain
entirely free and unimpaired, as nothing has weakened them. By perf@iming virtuous acts
inspired by faith in Christ, humans can activate their inherent grace—th
blessedness. In this sense, Christ's role is enabling the actualization of this inner“grace within
individuals; rather than being the ransom for original sin, Christ came to em
will of every individual, which is the proper means to their hapBiness.

intrinsic
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5. Quare intellegendum est legem ad hoc datam esse, non ut peccatum insereretur neque ut extirparetur, sed
tantum ut demonstraretur. (Therefore we must understand that the law was given not to pate it, but simply
to make it known).
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Propterea sicut per unum hominem peccatum in hunc mundum intravit, et per peccatum mors, et ita in
omnes homines mors pertransiit, in quo omnes peccaverunt.

8. Unde illo magno primi hominis peccato,natura ibi nostra in deterius commiitata, non solum facta est
peccatrix, verum etiam generat peccatores...et licet non semper, tamen plerumque malae valetudines
parentum ingenerantur quodammodo,et apparent in corporibus filiorum.

9. https://assets-us-01.kc-usercontent.com/c7bb3f89-eb78-007e-971a-d5864cf7a236/0d 7dddbe-b3ca-
43f9-887d-dd31b4e9a485/Pelagius-413-Letter-to-Demetrias---Selections-V04-17-18-Fall.pdf
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