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In order to show the differences between humans and other living beings, and
to express the differences between humans, numerous signs have been
introduced, and finally, the perfected human has been proposed in human
thought. The superman, the most important theory of Nietzsche and the
perfect man of Movlavi (Rumi), shows the perfection of the human level.
Despite the difference in the views of these two thinkers, there are many
similarities in their introduction of the characteristics of the perfected human.
In this study, the intellectual backgrounds of Movlavi and Nietzsche are first
examined, and then the common characteristics that they have listed for
human perfection are considered. This commonality has been examined in an
analytical-comparative manner, considering Movlavi's verses in the Masnavi
and Nietzsche's works. These two thinkers have presented common concepts
in defining the superman and have listed the obstacles to achieving this
position. The commonality in their statements brings us closer to the belief
that only a veneer of religiosity or irreligiosity has shown them to be different.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Thinkers of the world have always sought to introduce a human being with characteristics that place him at
the top of all beings. These superiorities have sometimes been expressed in the form of religious standards
and sometimes completely free from any restrictions that smell of metaphysics. In the meantime,
commonalities have been expressed that the veneer of religiosity or irreligiosity has not been able to
distinguish them from each other. Nietzsche, as a modern philosopher on the threshold of the twentieth
century and in the form of humanism, and Mowlavi (Movlavi), at the peak of mystical and religious thought
of his era, have presented definitions of this perfect man or superman that, despite their reputation for the
divine or non-divine nature of their thoughts, depict a similar human being.

This claim may initially provoke many reactions, because previous research in comparing these two
thinkers and their ideas and thoughts shows a deep contradiction and gap that blocks any commonality of
concepts. However, there are works that point to similarities in this perfected man. What we are interested
in in this article is the similarity and commonality of the concepts defined by these two thinkers. The root
of this commonality should be found in their upbringing; Both of Movlavi and Nietzsche were born and
raised in a religious and spiritual family.

Many studies have been conducted comparing Movlavi and Nietzsche in various fields. Nietzsche's
superman and Movlavi's perfect man have been compared many times. In this study, the role of man in
demonstrating the power of right is first mentioned, and then, by stating evidence from the works of
Movlavi and Nietzsche, their belief in the ability of man to be in this position is examined and analyzed.
They have listed characteristics for a person who can show the individual in the ultimate perfection. In this
article, the common characteristics that both thinkers have attributed to the perfect man or superman, as
well as the requirements and limitations of reaching this position, are considered.

Discussion

The living conditions and upbringing in religious families and a father who propagates religion are similar
in the two thinkers, and intellectual growth and accuracy in religious principles are among the similarities
between the two thinkers. Movlavi and Nietzsche raise obstacles on the way to reaching the level of human
perfection, including limited knowledge and metaphorization; historical background, partial reason, and
dealing with details relying on one's own perspective are also among the limitations that the two thinkers
listed; in this knowledge, each person defines and analyzes issues from their own perspective. To achieve
true knowledge, a power and will superior to what is in human existence seem necessary. Nietzsche's
liberation from the values of society and recourse to universal reason (love) and following the sheikh are
raised as requirements for reaching the level of perfection. Movlavi's example of the perfect man can be
seen in the world outside his mind, considering the abdal and aqtab, but Nietzsche's superman, in his own
opinion, has not yet existed and will belong to later periods; Human growth and progress will help the
process of human evolution until reaching this position.

The superman based on the common characteristics that Movlavi and Nietzsche have listed for, has a
fundamental difference from other humans. Therefore, Movlavi and Nietzsche do not consider the equality
of individuals based on what is considered in today's society to be correct and consider humans to have
ranks and degrees. Freedom from constraints is another common feature they share in defining the
superman. While living among opposites, the superman and the perfect man distance themselves from the
beliefs and schools of others as well as their imitation and approval; austerity, servility, jealousy, and
everything that has taken over the herd society are not found in his being. Changing, breaking idols, and
correcting things that they think are wrong are another common feature of the perfect man of Movlavi and
Nietzsche. In their view, a woman cannot be an example of a perfected individual. Although this seems less
obvious in Movlavi's view, the weakness of the female sex has been noted in the view of both thinkers; On
the other hand, achieving the status of superman requires all aspects of ability and power. Considering the
special position that Nietzsche assigns to the body and material life and considers physical power a
prerequisite for it, a weak female body can never achieve that status. A different appearance and appearing
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crazy due to unconventional behaviors are other common characteristics of the perfect man and the
superman; superior humans in any society are considered abnormal and unusual because they do not follow
the laws and herd affairs. Nietzsche and Movlavi have taken this into account and have introduced the
superman as far from the chatter of science and the norms of society. Domination and mastery over all
things are also similar in the existence of the perfect man and the superman. Movlavi's perfect man, who
draws his strength from the eternal power of God, has dominion over all individuals in society. Movlavi
recognizes that the power and mastery of a perfect human being over his own soul is to the extent that Satan
cannot make him commit sins. Nietzsche also introduces his superman as beyond good and evil and superior
to rulers.

Conclusion

Movlavi and Nietzsche listed characteristics for their perfected man that have limitations on the way to
achieving them. Interpreting and analyzing the world based on an individual perspective (metaphorization)
as well as individuals' mental backgrounds and not being free from the constraints of values are among
these limitations. The perfected man of these two thinkers is similar in many ways; from being different
from other humans in various aspects as well as showing off his madness, being a man, reforming and
breaking idols, as well as dominating all matters are among the similarities that Movlavi and Nietzsche
have listed for their perfected man.
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