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Nihayat al-Hikmah, the magnum opus of ‘Allamah Tabataba’i, stands as one
of the most significant philosophical texts in contemporary Islamic thought,
meticulously examining fundamental philosophical issues. Over the years,
this work has been the subject of various interpretations and critiques, among
the most prominent being the glosses of Gholamreza Fayyazi. Notably,
critiques such as the objection to the title chosen for the discussion on
knowledge, doubts regarding Allamah's argument for the proof of
presentational knowledge based on individuation, and criticisms of Allamah's
definition of presentational and representational knowledge and the manner
in which representational knowledge returns to presentational knowledge,
indicate methodological differences between these two thinkers. This paper
undertakes an analytical and critical examination of these -critiques,
endeavoring to clarify that Fayyazi's criticisms, despite their scholarly rigor,
do not, in some instances, undermine the validity of Allamah Tabataba’i's
viewpoints. The paper emphasizes the importance of a precise understanding
of these differing perspectives for a better comprehension of philosophical
concepts and the promotion of critical analysis in contemporary Islamic
philosophy.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The book Nihayat al-Hikma (The End of Wisdom), authored by ‘Allamah Sayyid Muhammad Husayn
Tabataba’1, is considered one of the most comprehensive contemporary philosophical works within the
tradition of Islamic philosophy. In it, the author endeavors, with a rationalist and ontological approach, to
elucidate the fundamental concepts of Islamic philosophy with unparalleled precision and a systematic
method. This work, written in continuation of Mulla Sadra’s school of Transcendent Wisdom (hikmat-i
muta ‘aliya), dedicates its eleventh marhala (stage) to the examination of the concept of %lm (knowledge),
its essence (mahiyyat), the divisions of presentational knowledge ( i/m-i hudiirl) and representational
knowledge ( ilm-i husili), and their relationship with intellect ( ‘agl) and existence (wujiid). This marhala,
due to its theoretical complexities and the depth of its discussions, has garnered significant attention from
numerous commentators and critics of Islamic philosophy.

Among contemporary glossators, Gulamriza Fayyazi, through writing ta ‘ligat (annotations) on Nahayat al-
Hikma, has sought to critically evaluate some of ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s discussions and arguments. His
critiques, particularly those concerning the eleventh marhala of the book which is dedicated to the topic of
‘ilm, hold particular significance. This article, focusing on these critiques, aims to first explicate ‘Allamah’s
philosophical viewpoints in the realm of presentational and representational knowledge, then systematically
examine Fayyaz1’s criticisms, and finally, offer responses based on ‘Allamah’s own intellectual system.
The research methodology in this study is analytical-critical, conducted with an intra-discursive approach
and relying on primary sources, such as Nihayat al-Hikma and Fayyazi’s ta ‘liga. The primary objective of
the article is not merely to reject or affirm viewpoints, but rather to clarify the epistemological and
ontological foundations of ‘ilm in Islamic hikma (wisdom) and to examine the extent of the harmony or
disharmony between Fayyazi’s viewpoint and the intellectual structure of ‘Allamah Tabataba'1.

Discussion

‘Allamah Tabataba’i, by choosing the title “F1 al-‘Aql wa al-‘Aqil wa al-Ma‘qiil” (On the Intellect, the
Intellecting Subject, and the Intelligible Object) for the eleventh marhala of Nihayat al-Hikma, emphasizes
the fundamental role of intellect ( ‘aq/) in the epistemic structure of human beings. Although he mentions
in the introduction to this chapter that the intended meaning of ‘agl here is general and includes other levels
of perception such as sense (kiss) and imagination (khayal), the selection of this title indicates the primacy
of intellect over other cognitive faculties in his thought. Fayyazi takes issue with this point and suggests
that a more comprehensive title that clearly encompasses all levels of ‘i/m would have been more
appropriate. The response to this critique lies within ‘Allamah’s intellectual system, where /m at all its
levels is considered presentational (hudiiri), and the distinction between presentational and representational
(husili) is regarded as merely a conceptual and superficial distinction (tamyiz-i i ‘tibart wa sathi).
‘Allamah endeavors to prove presentational knowledge ( i/m-i hudiir?) through two distinct arguments. In the
first argument, by emphasizing the individuation (tashakhkhus) of perception from the “I” or the self (nafs), he
demonstrates that this perception cannot be representational (husili), because intellectual or imaginative mafahim
(concepts) are always universal (kulli) and lack the characteristic of individuation. Consequently, knowledge of
the self is of the nature of presentational knowledge. ‘Allamah Misbah and, following him, Fayyazi, deem this
argument incomplete, believing that individuation can also be realized in a concept, even if it is particular (juz 7).
However, ‘Allamah’s response, based on the principle of the principality of existence (asalat al-wujiid), is that
individuation is intrinsic to existence, and no concept, even if specific and unique, possesses it.

In the second argument, ‘Allamah emphasizes that if knowledge of the essence of the self were knowledge of its
mahiyyat (quiddity or whatness), then a single entity (the self) would have to possess two different mahiyyat: one
in the mind and one in the external world, which constitutes the combination of two identicals (ijtima -i mithlayn)
and is impossible. Here too, Fayyazi, seeking to distinguish between mental and external mahiyyat, questions
‘Allamah’s argument. Nevertheless, the philosophical response to this critique is that this argument is a
continuation of the first reason and only makes sense if we assume knowledge of the self to be presentational. In
that case, the presence of the external mahiyyat in the mind necessitates the combination of two identicals.
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Fayyazi also raises objections to ‘Allamah’s definition of presentational and representational knowledge.
Among these is the point that representational knowledge cannot be considered merely knowledge of mahiyyat,
because what is present in the mind is a mafhiim (concept), not mahiyyat. He also points out that philosophers
like Shaykh al-Ishraq (Suhrawardi), who believe in the principality of essence (asalat al-mahiyyat), also defend
presentational knowledge, indicating that presentational knowledge cannot be solely considered knowledge of
existence. However, the response to these critiques is that, firstly, ‘Allamah’s intention behind mahiyyat is the
mental form (sirat-i dhihni) which, in a general sense, includes concepts; and secondly, presentational
knowledge, in his view, pertains to the presence of existence (hudiir-i wujiid), not necessarily the negation of
mahiyyat, but rather the negation of conceptual intermediary (nafi-yi wasita-yi mafhiimi).

Subsequently, Fayyazi’s critiques of the division of ‘i/m into presentational and representational are
examined. ‘Allamah Tabataba'1 states in a key passage: “Wa al-ladhi yahdr ilayhi al-nazar al- ‘amiq anna
al-husult minhu aydan yantaht ila ‘ilm hudiiri” (And that to which profound contemplation guides is that
representational knowledge also ultimately leads to presentational knowledge). This sentence clearly
indicates that even representational knowledge is somehow based on presentational knowledge. Misbah
Yazdi offers three interpretations of this passage; in the third interpretation, representational knowledge is
fundamentally considered a rational and contingent _\ie! (i ‘tibar-i ‘aqli wa idtirari) and lacks an
independent real existence. Although Fayyazi finds the second interpretation acceptable as well, in
subsequent analyses, he largely adheres to the first viewpoint.

Based on the principle of the principality of existence and also the theory of the immateriality of the known
(tajarrud-i ma lim), ‘Allamah demonstrates that 7/m is not a product of the mind’s action, but rather the
presence of an immaterial reality (wagqi ‘iyyat-i mujarrad) before the self. In this view, material objects
merely provide the context for perception, not its direct subject. Perceptual forms (suwar-i idraki) do not
originate from the material world, but rather from the imaginal world ( ‘alam-i mithal) or the realm of
intellect (‘alam-i ‘aql). In other words, a material tree or house is merely a prelude to the presence of their
imaginal or intellectual forms in the self.

Conclusion

The critical analysis of Fayyazi’s views in contrast to ‘Allamah Tabataba'1’s theories on ‘ilm reveals that
Fayyazi, in many instances, adopts a problem-oriented approach, attempting to re-examine and rectify some
fundamental principles. His critiques, although containing important points and clarifications regarding
some apparent ambiguities, have not been able to fundamentally weaken the precise theoretical foundation
of “‘Allamah Tabataba'1 at a philosophical level. A significant portion of Fayyaz1’s critiques is based on his
differing understanding of key concepts such as mahiyyat (essence), mafhiim (concept), mental existence
(wujud-i dhihni), and tashakhkhus (individuation); concepts that are employed with their own specific
definitions and positions within ‘Allamah Tabataba’1’s philosophical system.

‘Allamah Tabataba 1, by accepting the principality of existence and the immateriality of knowledge, ultimately
considers ilm to be a type of “presence” (hudir) in which the known is present to the knower without
intermediary. Representational knowledge, even if considered a type of knowledge in ordinary analyses, is in
reality a matter of conceptual _\ie! (i ‘tibar-i yafta) and is subordinate (faba 7). From ‘Allamah’s perspective,
only presentational knowledge ( ilm-i hudiir) possesses truth (haqgigat) and principality (asalat), while other
types of knowledge are manifestations (tajalliyat) and analyses (tajziyat) thereof.

Fayyazi’s critiques, by raising fundamental questions about the definition of /m, the relationship between
the mind and the known, and the mode of the self’s perception, have provided a new space for reflection
on Nihayat al-Hikma. However, methodological differences, insufficient attention to the foundational
coherence of ‘Allamah’s philosophical system, and some inadequate understandings have rendered these
critiques less persuasive in many instances. In contrast, ‘Allamah’s intellectual system, relying on firm
foundations and precise explanations, has been able to defend its internal coherence and philosophical logic.
This examination demonstrates that the re-reading of the philosophical works of great thinkers should be
conducted not only with internal precision but also with a complete understanding of their foundational
principles. Only in this way can critique lead to intellectual enrichment and the deepening of philosophical
discussions within the Islamic tradition.
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