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a view grounded in the reinterpretation of spirituality through human nature,
natural desires, and worldly pleasures. The central question is whether such
an account of transcendence, framed as the glorification of human nature,
results in a paradox. Employing an analytical-critical method, the study
evaluates the validity of this perspective and advances the hypothesis that
LaVey’s reading of transcendence is constructed within the framework of
human—demonic unity. The findings suggest that reducing transcendence to
hedonism and attempting to systematize it within a quasi-religious structure
produces a fundamental contradiction. On the theoretical level, the failure to
distinguish between pleasure and suffering, or between immediate and
enduring satisfaction, generates epistemological deficiencies and undermines
the assessment of moral and social implications. On the experiential level, the
neglect of rational, emotional, and metaphysical dimensions renders the
account incomplete. The article concludes that LaVey’s approach, despite its
claim to celebrate human nature, ultimately lacks the capacity to provide an
adequate explanation of existential transcendence.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Anton Szandor LaVey, a controversial figure known for founding the Church of Satan, developed a quasi-
religious philosophy articulated in The Satanic Bible and The Satanic Rituals. Rejecting Christianity,
LaVey combined Western atheistic principles with occult practices, emphasizing a spirituality rooted in the
glorification of human nature and the fulfillment of worldly desires. This article examines LaVey’s
conception of transcendence as the elevation of human instincts, analyzing its theoretical coherence and
exposing its inherent paradoxes.

Discussion

This study employs a library-based, analytical—critical methodology to investigate LaVey’s concept of
existential transcendence. By systematically reviewing his primary works and related texts, key themes
such as the self, Satan, hedonism, and transcendence are reconstructed within his intellectual framework.
The analysis then critically evaluates the coherence and validity of these ideas, highlighting their
epistemological and practical shortcomings.

LaVey’s philosophy redefines spirituality not as an ascent beyond the material world but as an embrace of
human corporeality and instinctual desires. Central to his thought is the notion that transcendence is
achieved through the glorification of human nature, with hedonism serving as both the method and the goal.
Satan, in this context, symbolizes the unrestrained human will, rejecting traditional religious asceticism in
favor of self-worship and sensory indulgence. LaVey’s rituals and practices, often theatrical, aim to
actualize this vision by celebrating individual desires through quasi-religious frameworks.

However, this conception of transcendence reveals significant paradoxes. First, LaVey adopts the language
and structure of religious traditions, particularly Christianity, to frame his system, yet he inverts their
content by prioritizing materialist and hedonistic values. This creates a subjective paradox: while claiming
to offer a spiritual path, his system remains tethered to sensory experiences, lacking the depth associated
with traditional notions of transcendence, such as self-awareness or intellectual elevation. Second, an
objective paradox emerges from the absence of rational or ethical criteria to guide pleasure-seeking.
LaVey’s focus on immediate gratification fails to distinguish between fleeting and enduring pleasures or to
address the moral and social consequences of hedonistic actions. For instance, his philosophy does not
account for the potential harm of unchecked desires, nor does it provide a framework for evaluating
competing desires in a social context.

Furthermore, LaVey’s system is epistemologically deficient. By reducing human nature to instinctual
drives, he neglects other dimensions of human experience, such as intellectual, emotional, or metaphysical
fulfillment. This narrow focus undermines the comprehensiveness required for a robust theory of
transcendence. Traditional spiritual systems often integrate reason, self-discipline, and the pursuit of higher
ideals to achieve transcendence, whereas LaVey’s approach dismisses these in favor of sensory indulgence.
His rejection of asceticism and self-reflection limits the potential for genuine existential growth, as it fails
to engage with the complexities of human consciousness or the pursuit of meaning beyond physical
satisfaction.

Additionally, LaVey’s conception of the “self” is problematic. While he emphasizes individual will and
autonomy, his framework lacks a nuanced understanding of the self as a dynamic entity shaped by social,
cultural, and rational factors. This leads to a reductive view of humanity as merely pleasure-seeking,
ignoring the capacity for self-transcendence through knowledge, empathy, or ethical action. The rituals he
proposes, while symbolically rich, serve primarily to reinforce this hedonistic focus rather than to foster a
deeper understanding of existence. Consequently, LaVey’s system struggles to offer a sustainable or
defensible account of spirituality, as it collapses into a form of de-spiritualization that prioritizes immediate
gratification over holistic human development.

Conclusion
LaVey’s attempt to redefine transcendence as the glorification of human instincts results in a paradoxical
and incomplete spiritual system. By prioritizing hedonism and rejecting rational or ethical frameworks, his

106



Examining the Paradox of Transcendence as an Exaltation of Human Nature in the Thought of Anton LaVey 105-122

philosophy fails to address the full spectrum of human experience, rendering it epistemologically deficient
and theoretically incoherent. Ultimately, LaVey’s vision reduces spirituality to a superficial celebration of
sensory desires, lacking the depth and sustainability of traditional transcendent frameworks.
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2. Church of Satan

3. The Satanic Bible

4. The Satanic Rituals

5. Hedonism

6. Neopaganism
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https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/paradoxes-contemporary-logic/

8. Spirituality and Subjective Well-Being

9. Eduardo Wills

10. Satan

11. the Age of Satan

12. See also: LaVey, A., The Satanic Rituals, 1976, p. 82-90.

13. carnal brain

14. Ego

15. my own code of justice
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LaVey, A., The Satanic Bible, 1969, p. 48-50.

17. Humanism
18. The black mass
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20. Last Supper
21. sex ritual
22. Compassion ritual
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23 Destruction ritual
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Brod, D., Born with a Tail: The Devilish Life and Wicked Times of Anton Szandor LaVey, Founder of the Church of
Satan, 2024, p. 38-51.
Abrahamsson, C., Anton LaVey and the Church of Satan: Infernal Wisdom from the Devil's Den, 2022, p. 386-403.
25. See also: LaVey, A., The Satanic Witch, 2003, p. 24-29.
26. See also: LaVey, A., The Devil's Notebook, 2000, p. 51-57.
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LaVey, A., Letters From the Devil, 2010, p. 16-37.
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29. Tom Harpur

30. See also: Harpur, T., A warning to all parents about another Satanic book. Toronto Star (5 March 1989).
31. See also: LaVey, A., The Satanic Witch, 2003, p. 37, 41, 119, 144, 149.
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