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The conflict between the scientific-materialist worldview and the human need for
transcendent meaning is one of the main challenges of the contemporary world.
Baruch Spinoza, as a pioneer in this debate, sought to reconstruct religion on a
purely naturalistic foundation by offering one of the earliest and most complex
formulations of scientific materialism. This approach leads to the reduction of
"revelation" to a product of imagination and "miracle" to human ignorance of
natural causes. Employing a critical-analytical method, this article argues that this
materialistic and reductionist paradigm is incapable of fully explaining the
dimensions of reality. To substantiate this claim, the principles of Allamah
Tabataba’i's “Spiritual Realism”a worldview that acknowledges the reality of
transcendent levels of being are used as a critical framework. The analysis reveals
a deep paradigmatic conflict: Spinoza's single-layered and deterministic ontology
is contrasted with Allamah's multi-layered and teleological worldview, which
explains revelation as a transcendent consciousness and miracles as a rational
phenomenon based on the “violation of habit” (kharq al-‘adat). Ultimately, the
conclusion is that Allamah's framework offers a robust philosophical alternative
for the modern individual who accepts science but finds a purely materialist
worldview existentially and explanatorily deficient, thus providing a direct
intervention in the contemporary “science versus religion” debate.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The confrontation between the scientific-materialist worldview and the innate human need for
transcendent meaning constitutes one of the most profound intellectual challenges of the contemporary
era. Baruch Spinoza, a philosopher of the Enlightenment, attempted to redefine religion on a purely
naturalistic foundation by offering one of the earliest and most coherent formulations of scientific
materialism. This project, which can be termed the "Spinozan Challenge," confronted traditional
theology with a fundamental crisis. In his philosophical system, "revelation" is reduced from a
transcendent source of knowledge to a product of the prophets' "imagination," intended to secure
obedience from the masses. "Miracle," as a violation of the laws of nature, is deemed inherently
impossible and attributed to "human ignorance" of natural causes. This article argues that this
reductionist paradigm, despite its internal coherence, is incapable of fully explaining the dimensions of
reality. To substantiate this claim, the present study utilizes the theoretical framework of Allamah Sayyid
Muhammad Husayn Tabataba’i's "Spiritual Realism," based on Transcendent Philosophy, as a tool for
critique. Allamah's worldview, founded on principles such as the "primacy and gradation of existence"
(asalat al-wujtd wa tashkik al-wujtd) and the "longitudinal orders of being," offers a powerful alternative
capable of explaining phenomena like revelation and miracles in a deeply rational manner without
resorting to denying their transcendent dimensions. By juxtaposing these two paradigms, this paper aims
to reveal the explanatory limitations of scientific materialism.

Discussion

The analysis proceeds in three main steps. First, the "Spinozan Challenge" is explicated as a coherent
materialist paradigm. The metaphysical foundation of this paradigm is the identity of "God" with "Nature"
(the one substance), which operates according to necessary, eternal, and immutable laws. The logical
consequence of this single-layered ontology is the impossibility of miracles, as any extraordinary event
would imply a violation of the laws of nature and, consequently, a violation of the divine essence itself. On
the epistemological level, Spinoza reduces revelation to the lowest grade of cognition, namely, the "faculty
of imagination," and posits its function not as the discovery of truth but as the establishment of "obedience"
in society through stories and parables comprehensible to the common people.

In the second step, the critical framework of Allamah Tabataba’i's "Spiritual Realism" is established.
Contrary to Spinoza's single-layered ontology, Allamah's worldview is based on the "gradation of
existence," which posits reality as having longitudinal and hierarchical levels (Intellect,
Imagination/Similitude, and Matter). Within this framework, "revelation" is a "transcendent consciousness"
akin to "knowledge by presence" (al-‘ilm al-hudiirT), which is infallible. Its necessity is proven through the
argument from "general guidance" (al-hidayah al-‘ammah) and the insufficiency of human reason in social
legislation. "Miracle" is explained not as a "violation of reason" (kharq al-"aql) which is impossible as it
would mean a violation of causality but as a "violation of habit" (kharq al-‘adat), i.e., a breach of the
ordinary laws of nature. This phenomenon occurs through the influence of a cause from a higher ontological
order (the perfect soul of the prophet) on a lower order (the material world), and is thus considered entirely
rational.

In the third and final step, a critical analysis of Spinoza's approach is presented from the perspective of
Transcendent Philosophy. The primary critique targets his single-layered ontology, which, by presupposing
a non-teleological and mechanistic universe, deprives itself of the conceptual tools needed to explain
phenomena originating from higher realms of being. The reduction of revelation to imagination is identified
as a major "category mistake," analyzing a phenomenon of transcendent consciousness with the
psychological criteria of sub-rational cognition. Furthermore, Spinoza's methodological duality in treating
revelation (as a theological matter) and miracles (as a philosophical one) is shown to be an artificial
construct to manage the internal contradictions of his materialist paradigm. Ultimately, this confrontation
reveals that in Spinoza's view, religion is reduced to a socio-political tool, whereas in Allamah's view, it is
a genuine path toward existential perfection.
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Conclusion

This study has demonstrated that Spinoza's naturalistic approach, as a powerful early formulation of
scientific materialism, empties religion of its transcendent and veridical content by reducing revelation to
imagination and dissolving miracles into ignorance. The critical analysis from the perspective of
Transcendent Philosophy revealed that this paradigm, due to its own limited ontological and
epistemological presuppositions, is unable to offer a comprehensive explanation of reality. In contrast,
Allamah Tabataba’i's "Spiritual Realism" offers a robust philosophical alternative for the modern individual
who respects science but finds a purely materialist worldview to be existentially and explanatorily deficient.
Allamah's model of "spiritual rationality," based on the synthesis of reason and revelation, avoids conflict
between these sources of knowledge by placing them in a longitudinal and complementary relationship. By
providing a multi-layered model of existence, his framework can rationally explain transcendent
phenomena without falling into the trap of denial or reductionism. This framework offers a comprehensive
response to the challenge of the science-religion conflict, the crisis of meaning, and the need for a more
inclusive rationality, demonstrating that one can remain fully committed to reason while also affirming the
transcendent dimensions of existence.
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