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This article focuses on the dimensions of “statehood” in political theology,
centered on four fundamental axes: Islam and state legitimacy, Islam and
democracy, Islam and secularism, and Islam and international relations. In
Javadi Amoli’s intellectual framework, the Islamic state is not merely an
executive institution but a cognitive, ethical, and civilizational structure that
emerges in continuity with divine lordship, human vicegerency, and Qur’anic
guidance. Its mission is not only administration, but also education, guidance,
and the realization of human dignity. Socio-political circumstances lead Javadi
Amoli toward articulating a velayi (guardianship-based) state, while his
conceptual premises connect the state to general human vicegerency and
civilizational guidance. Conventional norms regard legitimacy as divine,
democracy as consultative, and international relations as justice-centered.
Javadi Amoli, through novel formulations, redefines the juristic domains of
authority of the Guardian Jurist as an extension of epistemic Imamate,
legitimacy as divine with popular acceptance, democracy as monotheistic and
guided, and international relations as grounded in primordial monotheistic
nature—while critiquing both Western instrumental reason and traditional
absolute guardianship. He argues that the community’s acceptance of the
Constitution, together with the leader’s acceptance of the responsibility of
Imamate, forms a bilateral and binding covenant—one that constitutes a “valid
contract,” a “necessary covenant,” and an “obligatory bond.” This indicates that
Javadi Amoli’s political theology of statehood, being problem-oriented and
relatively comprehensive, reconstructs normative foundations and transforms
the state into an ethical and civilization-building institution.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Ayatollah Abdullah Javadi Amoli is among the most prominent contemporary thinkers in the field of
Islamic humanities, especially in theological—political thought, where he has offered profound and diverse
contributions. His scholarly position—particularly in expanding and deepening Islamic political
knowledge—highlights the increasing necessity of analyzing, critiquing, and examining his ideas.
Accordingly, this study, based on Skinner’s intention-oriented hermeneutic method, with certain
modifications, investigates the relationship between Islam and statehood in the political theology of
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli. The central question, therefore, is: What is the nature and scope of the relationship
between Islam and statehood in Javadi Amoli’s perspective?

The study’s hypothesis holds that, based on the conceptual and socio-political contexts and the established
norms in this domain, the Islamic state in Javadi Amoli’s intellectual framework is not merely an executive
institution but a cognitive, ethical, and civilizational structure that emerges in continuity with divine
lordship, human vicegerency, and Qur’anic guidance. The mission of such a state is not only administration,
but also education, guidance, and the realization of human dignity. In this view, neither the state dominates
the people nor the people dominate the state; velayi democracy represents a particular form of
people-centered government that harnesses the advantages of democracy while remaining protected from
its vices and corruptions.

Discussion

The concept of statehood in Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s thought is neither static nor abstract. Rather, it
gradually formed and matured in direct connection with the concrete contexts of his life and political
experience—from Amol to Qom, and from before the Revolution to the present. Each stage of his life-
world strengthened a dimension of statehood (jurisprudence, justice, religious zeal, guardianship, and
civilization-building). This evolution presents an exemplary case of the realization of Skinnerian
hermeneutics within the Islamic tradition.

Javadi Amoli’s political thought rests upon a coherent epistemic system whose pillars include transcendent
theosophy (al-hikmah al-muta‘aliyyah), revelation-centered rationality, comprehensive jurisprudence, and
Qur’anic exegesis. This intellectual structure provides a framework for understanding legitimacy,
rationality, and human centrality within the Islamic state.

This study offers a comparative analysis of the doctrinal norms of political theology of statehood—namely,
the conceptual models that relate to the institution of the state within various intellectual traditions and that,
as epistemic frameworks, determine legitimacy, purpose, and the relationship between religion, reason, and
politics. The primary focus lies on four foundational axes: Islam and state legitimacy, Islam and democracy,
Islam and secularism, and Islam and international relations. The analysis is organized across three levels:
the modern Western tradition, the Islamic tradition, and the Shi‘i tradition, aiming to unveil the
epistemological, ontological, and functional differences among these approaches.

Conclusion

The central research question was: What is the nature and scope of the relationship between Islam and
statehood in Javadi Amoli’s perspective? The findings indicate that the Islamic state, in his intellectual
framework, is not merely an executive institution, but a cognitive, ethical, and civilizational structure that
emerges in continuity with divine lordship, human vicegerency, and Qur’anic guidance. Its mission extends
beyond administration to education, guidance, and the realization of human dignity.

In modern Western political thought, statehood is largely a “technical—political skill,” measured by popular
vote or institutional efficiency; the personal morality of the ruler is of limited importance—as long as they
adhere to the rules of democratic procedure.

By contrast, in Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s political theology, statehood constitutes a “divine—ethical station”
that can only be realized by a just, pious, and competent jurist who possesses religious and political zeal.
He is not a follower of the people’s will in the liberal sense, but their divine guardian and educator.
Consequently, the two perspectives diverge fundamentally on who is qualified to rule and why: one is
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human-centered and secular; the other God-centered and jurisprudence-based. This foundational
divergence prevents any superficial synthesis of the two traditions without distorting one of them.
Accordingly, Javadi Amoli’s outlook can be articulated through the following components:

Javadi Amoli views the state as a medium for realizing humanity’s vicegerency before God. In this
perspective, the state rises from mere control and authority to a mission of guidance and cultivation. Such
a state must foster intellectual, moral, and dignified growth, playing a civilizational and educational role
rather than merely managing society.

State legitimacy, in its essential dimension, is divine and grounded in religious guardianship. Yet, in its
actual realization, the people play an active role in establishing, maintaining, and supervising it. Voting,
allegiance (bay ‘ah), and political participation represent collective rationality under divine guidance. In this
model, the people are the benefactors of the state, not passive subjects. This constitutes a genuine synthesis
of divine authority and rational popular participation.

Religious democracy, within this framework, emerges from the authentic integration of Qur’anic teachings
with revelation-centered rationality. Unlike secular democracy—grounded solely in majority preference—
religious democracy is rooted in monotheism, justice, and rationality. Popular sovereignty is meaningful
only within the framework of religion: neither religion without participation nor participation without
religion is sufficient.

The Islamic state must embody divine ethics in the global arena. International relations should be structured
around principles such as rejection of domination, invitation to goodness, and human dignity. This
perspective transforms the state from a power-oriented actor into a bearer of a message of monotheism and
justice. Foreign policy, within this framework, assumes a civilizational and ethical mission.

Overall, Javadi Amoli’s political theology represents a theoretical project aimed at reconstructing the
foundational concepts of the state in light of religious rationality, Islamic philosophy, and Qur anic
guidance. It redefines the political language of Islam for global discourse and offers a human-centered
alternative to the power-centered order of modernity.
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