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The problem of the relationship between a consistent cause and a changing effect
is one of the fundamental knots of Islamic metaphysics and encounters
difficulties in its common formulations. This study proposes a theoretical model
of “consistent <> consistent” within the framework of the Transcendent
Theosophy (hikmat al-muta‘aliyah) and, through a comparative assessment with
Spinoza’s distinction between substance and modes, seeks to present a new
argument for explaining this relation. The research method is analytical—
argumentative with a comparative approach, grounded in principles such as the
existential poverty of the effect, gradation in manifestation, the essential aspects
(shu’lin) of the Real, the rule of “no repetition in manifestation” (1a takrar fi al-
tajalli), and the divine simplicity and all-encompassing sustenance
(qayylimiyya). According to this model, the cause remains simple and
immutable at the level of essence, while the effect—by virtue of being pure
relational existence (‘ayn al-ribt)—is consistent and complete in each
“existential moment.” Thus, change occurs not in the foundational causal
relation, but at the level of the succession of manifestations. The findings show
that this formulation eliminates the difficulties of essential alteration in the cause
and the problem of “preponderance without a preponderant cause,” and while
affirming the doctrine of renewal of likes (tajaddud al-amthal), it preserves
identity-stability within the multiplicity of appearances. The comparative section
also shows that, despite structural parallels with Spinoza’s model, this
formulation differs significantly from his theological foundations, particularly
regarding the immanence of the cause and his comprehensive necessitarianism.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The problem of the relation between a consistent cause and a changing effect is one of the foundational
knots of Islamic metaphysics. On the one hand, in the Transcendent Philosophy, the Divine Essence is
considered simple, immutable, and free from all forms of alteration. On the other hand, the material world
is the arena of motion, flux, and continuous renewal. This apparent duality produces an internal tension: if
the cause is consistent, how does the effect undergo perpetual change? And if change is real, does it not, in
some manner, imply a transformation in the origin? Moreover, the common formulations of this issue
sometimes lead to difficulties such as essential alteration in the cause or preponderance without a
preponderant cause.

The present study, by proposing a theoretical “consistent <> consistent” model within the framework of the
Transcendent Theosophy, seeks to reconstruct and resolve this problem in a systematic manner. The central
claim is that the causal relation, in each “existential moment,” is of the type consistent to consistent: the
cause remains simple in its essential station, and the effect is complete and determinate within its own
horizon of realization. What is called change does not occur in the foundation of the causal relation but at
the level of the succession of the determinations of manifestation. The method of the study is analytical—
argumentative and rests on principles such as existential poverty (imkan-i faqri), gradation of existence,
substantial motion, the rule of “no repetition in manifestation” (1a takrar fi al-tajalli), and the doctrine of
the “Simple Reality” (basit al-haqiqa). The proposed formulation is then compared with Spinoza’s theory
of substance and modes.

Discussion

The analysis begins with existential poverty. According to this principle, contingent existence is “pure
relationality” (‘ayn al-ribt) and dependent upon the cause; it has no independence in origination or
continuation. The subsistence of each existential slice of the effect is identical with its subsistence through
the cause. Therefore, every “existential moment” is, within its own horizon, consistent and complete. If the
causal relation were to be severed, nothing of the effect would remain. Thus, the consistency of each
moment does not mean static immobility, but completeness within its own locus of realization.

The second step concerns substantial motion. If motion is an attribute of substances, then material existence
is essentially fluid, and time is the measure of this very flow. No temporal slice is identical with another;
each new, non-numerical determination is different from the previous one, even if they are of the same kind
and species. Thus, change in its philosophical sense is the succession of determinations, not alteration in
the essence of the cause. Time is the name for the order of this succession and is abstracted from the
relations among these moments.

Within this framework, individuation also returns to existence rather than quiddity. The identity of a thing
is its existential flow, not the numerical persistence of a single fixed individual across two times. What is
called “unity of identity” is abstracted from the causal continuity of successive similars and the
homogeneity of existential degrees. Each slice is a “similar” (mathl) to the preceding one but not
numerically identical with it. Nevertheless, causal continuity and the uninterrupted effusion preserve the
thread of identity.

The doctrine of the Simple Reality and the principle of existential gradation play decisive roles in this
analysis. If the cause is simple and encompasses all perfections, then every perfection that appears in the
effect exists at a higher and more complete degree in the cause. Therefore, the effusion of a “new moment”
adds nothing to the essence of the cause and subtracts nothing from it. The newness pertains to the
determination of manifestation at the lower level, not to the addition of a new perfection in the origin.

In this light, the problem of preponderance without a preponderant cause also receives a new formulation.
The determination of each moment becomes necessary in light of the complete cause and the set of receptive
conditions and concrete relations of that moment. The consistent agent, when related to specific capacities
and particular circumstances, necessitates the determinate manifestation. Thus, the difference of moments
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returns to the difference of conditions and relations, not to an arbitrary choice by the cause. This is what
may be called a “composite determinant.”

In the comparative section, this formulation is examined alongside Spinoza’s theory of substance and
modes. Just as in Spinoza’s system the substance is consistent and the modes are successive, in the proposed
model the consistency of the origin coexists with the diversity of determinations. Nonetheless, differences
in theological foundations—especially in the understanding of the relation between cause and effect—
reveal substantial divergences between the two systems.

Conclusion

The “consistent <> consistent” model shows that the problem of the relation between a consistent cause and
a changing effect can be solved without committing to essential alteration in the cause or to preponderance
without a preponderant cause. Consistency at the level of the cause’s essence and completeness in each
existential moment of the effect can coexist with the doctrine of renewal through similars and the fluidity
of existential degrees. Change is not a sign of deficiency in the origin but the expression of the ordered
succession of determinations in the realm of manifestation.

This formulation preserves both the unity of the effect’s identity and the simplicity and sustaining
encompassingness of the cause. Thus, metaphysical consistency and existential dynamism are explained
within a single coherent framework. The result is that, in the Transcendent Theosophy, philosophical
change signifies the renewal of determinations within the horizon of continuous effusion, and the causal
relation in each moment remains of the type consistent to consistent.
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