Home Page: https://jip.sbu.ac.ir

Ayeneh Ma‘refat
(The Mirror of Knowledge)

‘Shahid Beheshti University

Online ISSN: 2588-512x Print ISSN: 2251-8010

Critical Analysis of Mahdi Ha’eri Yazdi’s Interpretation of Mulla

Sadra’s Response to the Problem of Mental Existence Based on the

Distinction Between the Primary Essential Predication and the

Common Technical predication

Hamidreza Khademi®”

Department of Philosophy and Theology, Institute for Research and Development of Humanities,

"SAMT", Tehran, Iran. (khademi@samt.ac.ir)

Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: . . . -
Research Article The issue of mental existence is counted among the fundamental topics in

Article history:
Recived: 2025/11/15
Revised: 2026/3/23
Accepted: 2026/3/30

Cite this article:
Khademi,H.R.(2026).
"Critical Analysis of
Mahdi Ha’eri Yazdi’s
Interpretation of Mulla
Sadra’s Response to
the Problem of Mental
Existence Based on the
Distinction Between
the Primary Essential
Predication and the
Common Technical

predication". Ayeneh
Marefat, 26(86),
57-72 (In Persian).

Islamic philosophy. The well-known objection in this context concerns the
union of two categories that are entirely disparate in essence within a single
mental form. Throughout the history of philosophy, various thinkers have
offered different responses to this objection. Mulla Sadra, by distinguishing
between two aspects of mental forms—based on the difference between
primary essential predication (haml-i awwali) and common technical
predication (haml-i shayi‘-i sina‘1)—has attempted to provide a solution to
this problem. This solution has been received positively and accepted by later
philosophers and sages. Nevertheless, Mehdi Ha’eri Yazdi considers Sadra’s
answer incomplete and has attempted, in his works, to clarify the ambiguities
within it. This article, employing an analytical-comparative approach, first
explicates Mulla Sadra’s response, then examines Ha'eri Yazdi’s critiques,
and finally, through a critical evaluation of his view, demonstrates that his
criticisms of the Sadrian solution are not persuasive, and that Mulla Sadra’s
answer remains valid and well-founded in the face of this problem.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Among the diverse issues of Islamic philosophy, the problem of mental existence—centered on the manner
in which mental forms correspond to objective and external realities—occupies a special position. The
distinct significance of this issue becomes evident particularly in light of its connection with discussions
such as the reality of the human soul, the immateriality of knowledge, and the problem of the “unity of the
knower and the known.”

Although Fakhr al-Din al-Razi was the first to raise this issue, and other thinkers such as Khwaja Nasir al-
Din Tusi, Taftazani, and Tji continued this line of inquiry—each playing a substantial role in clarifying and
developing the discussion—it can be said that Sadr al-Muta’allihin (Mulla Sadra), in his works including
al-Hikma al-Muta ‘aliyya fi al-Asfar al- ‘Aqliyya al-Arba ‘a, took a decisive and undeniable step toward the
completion and final elaboration of this subject, treating it in greater detail. Among the most important
objections raised regarding mental existence and the correspondence of mental forms to external realities
is the problem of the conjunction of two entirely disparate categories within a single mental form.
Throughout the history of philosophy, various thinkers—both theologians and philosophers—have
proposed different responses to this objection, each reflecting the particular foundations of their intellectual
systems. In this context, Mulla Sadra, relying on the distinction between essential predication (haml
awwalt) and common technical predication (haml shayi ‘ sina 1), offered a novel response to this difficulty,
which has been accepted by the adherents of the Transcendent Philosophy.

Nevertheless, Dr. Mehdi Ha'eri Yazdi—considered one of the reformist philosophers of the contemporary
period—has raised serious criticisms of Mulla Sadra’s response and has consequently regarded it as
incomplete. His position may be considered the first systematic critical engagement with this theory. Given
the absence of independent research dedicated to examining and evaluating Ha'eri Yazdi’s perspective,
investigation in this area appears necessary. In the present study, the well-known objection concerning
mental existence and cognitive forms will first be clarified and explained. Then Mulla Sadra’s response
will be presented, followed by a detailed exposition of Ha’eri Yazdi’s criticisms. Finally, these criticisms
will be critically evaluated.

Discussion

The well-known objection concerning mental existence—assuming the full essential correspondence
between cognitive forms and external realities—is the conjunction of two categories entirely distinct in
essence within a single mental form. In other words, the mental form of a tree, insofar as the external tree
falls under the category of substance (jawhar), must itself belong to the category of substance; yet, since
knowledge and cognition are psychic qualities, it must also belong to the category of quality (kayf). Thus,
the mental form of a tree would seemingly have to fall under two mutually exclusive categories: substance
and quality. Mulla Sadra, by distinguishing between two aspects of mental forms based on the difference
between essential predication and common technical predication, attempts to resolve this contradiction.
His response was welcomed and accepted by subsequent philosophers. Accordingly, the mental form,
insofar as it is considered under essential predication, belongs conceptually to the category of the external
object; yet insofar as it is regarded as knowledge inhering in the soul—under common technical
predication—it belongs to the category of quality. However, Ha’eri Yazdi considers this Sadrian response
incomplete.

By distinguishing between the accidents of existence and the essential attributes of a thing’s quiddity, Haeri
Yazdi seeks to critically engage with Mulla Sadra’s approach. In his view, one should not expect the
accidents of existence to follow from the essential properties of quiddity. Expecting the external accidents
of a quiddity to exist in the realm of the mind is unwarranted, because just as a quiddity possesses particular
characteristics in the external world, it likewise has distinct characteristics in the mental realm; therefore,
its external and mental effects are never identical. Consequently, on the basis of correspondence between
the two realms—mind and external reality—the mental object should fall under the same category as the
external object.
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However, according to Mulla Sadra’s response, a thing falls under a category only when the expectation of
existential effects pertaining to that category is conceivable in it. Therefore, merely possessing essential
attributes is not sufficient proof for the real (instance-level) inclusion of a thing under a category. By
contrast, expecting a thing to possess quiddity-based attributes results only in its conceptual inclusion under
that category. Ha’eri Yazdi, therefore, has not paid sufficient attention to this fundamental distinction
between conceptual inclusion and real (instance-level) inclusion. It should be noted that Mulla Sadra
considers a thing to be an “external existent” only if it possesses external effects. This view does not entail
circularity or self-dependence. The philosophers of the Transcendent Philosophy have never claimed that,
according to Mulla Sadra’s answer, “the mental form of substance is not substance.” Rather, the central
point of Mulla Sadra’s response is that the mental form of substance is substance by essential predication,
not by common technical predication. This distinction between the two types of predication constitutes
Mulla Sadra’s principal solution to the problem.

Conclusion

Through an analysis of Ha’eri Yazdi’s critique of Mulla Sadra’s response to the problem of mental
existence, the validity of Sadra’s theory was reassessed in light of three points. The first concerns the
fundamental distinction between conceptual inclusion and real (instance-level) inclusion. Accordingly, the
essential condition for a thing’s real inclusion under a category is the possession of objective effects
corresponding to that category. Otherwise, its attribution to that category is meaningful only at the
conceptual level, by virtue of essential predication. Ha’eri Yazdi’s neglect of this distinction leads to a
conflation of the two. The second point addresses the objection that Mulla Sadra’s argument entails
circularity. By presenting two distinct interpretations—namely, the “potentiality interpretation” and the
“cause—effect relation interpretation”—it was shown that external effects may be regarded as indicators for
identifying real instancehood. The third point critiques Ha'eri Yazdi’s claim that the mental form is
categorically not substance. It was emphasized that, within the framework of the Transcendent Philosophy,
the substantiality of the mental form is affirmed under essential predication, and this does not conflict with
its being an accident under common technical predication.
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