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The majority of Imami theologians and Mulla Sadra have offered different
interpretations of the noble verse 7 of Siirat al-Mujadilah in accordance with their
respective foundational principles. The Islamic theological school, by accepting an
absolute ontological separation and by maintaining a categorical and structural
difference between the existence of things and the existence of God Almighty, has
interpreted God’s “being with” things in terms of knowledge and power. That is to
say, with respect to divine epistemic accompaniment, God Almighty encompasses
all beings and has knowledge of them. From Sadra’s perspective, however, and on
the basis of principles such as the principiality of existence, the doctrine of the
Simple Reality, and the denial of numerical unity with respect to God, this verse
offers a deeper understanding of the relation between God and being, explaining
the relationship between Creator and creature in existential terms. This study, using
a descriptive-analytical method, seeks to explain and examine the notion of
accompaniment as presented in the thought of Imami theologians and in Sadrian
philosophy in relation to verse 7 of Strat al-Mujadilah. Although Mulla Sadra
agrees with the theologians in affirming divine epistemic accompaniment, he
maintains that God Almighty, due to the existential permeation of being throughout
all levels of reality, is existentially with every creature. At the same time, although
God is with creatures, He is transcendent above their existential deficiencies. Mulla
Sadra’s notion of existential accompaniment establishes the utterly dependent
identity of creatures in relation to God Almighty.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The question of the accompaniment of God Almighty with creatures is one of the fundamental issues in
Islamic thought, and the Qur’anic verses and traditions related to this question have always been the subject
of debate and disagreement among theologians and religious thinkers. Among these, verse 7 of Sarat al-
Mujadilah occupies a distinctive place in the history of Islamic exegesis. Due to its treatment of the concept
of divine accompaniment, as one of the most fundamental issues in theology, this verse has become the
focus of extensive discussions in Qur’anic interpretation, kalam, and Islamic philosophy. Each school,
according to its own epistemological foundations, has offered a particular understanding of this verse,
ranging from divine epistemic encompassment to sustaining accompaniment and existential presence.

The central question of the present study concerns the nature of “divine accompaniment”: What is the type
of God’s accompaniment with creatures, and how can it be reconciled with the principles accepted by Imam1
theologians, such as divine transcendence, tawhid, sustaining lordship, and divine presence? Alternatively,
what explanation does Sadrian philosophy provide for this noble verse?

In response to this question, Imam1 theologians have formulated a particular cosmological account of God
Almighty’s accompaniment with creatures. From their perspective, God possesses an existence that is
ontologically separate from that of creatures and occupies, as it were, a distinct existential domain. Mulla
Sadra, however, situates accompaniment at the highest conceptual level and transfers it from the sphere of
merely epistemic notions to the domain of ontology. Thus, as the leading figure of Transcendent
Theosophy, Mulla Sadra reorients the discussion of the relation between Creator and creature—previously
grounded in the principiality of quiddity—around the axis of the principiality of existence.

Accordingly, the accompaniment affirmed by Mulla Sadra includes not only epistemic encompassment but
also existential encompassment and the intrinsic accompaniment of things. In this view, things are, in their
very essence, dependent upon God and relationally connected to Him. Mulla Sadra therefore highlights the
existential and sustaining dimension of accompaniment and understands it as a kind of existence-bestowing
presence of God Almighty (Mulla Sadra, 1981, 2:368). This study seeks to examine and evaluate this noble
verse from the perspectives of Imami theologians and Sadrian philosophy, and to present the results of this
analysis.

Discussion

According to most Muslim thinkers, the scope and extent of God Almighty’s knowledge are unlimited; that
is, God has knowledge of all things and affairs, and nothing lies beyond the horizon of His knowledge. In
their interpretation of verse 7 of Stirat al-Mujadilah, Imam1 theologians refer to God’s boundless knowledge
and His presence in all human states and conditions.

In proving God’s absolute knowledge, theologians proceed on the basis of the divine essence. In other
words, the divine essence is the cause of God’s being knowing and of His knowledge of all objects of
knowledge and all beings. Since the relation of the divine essence to all beings is equal, such a relation
entails absolute knowledge; knowledge of some things and ignorance of others would be incompatible with
this equal relation. Therefore, from the perspective of Imami theologians, God Almighty’s epistemic
accompaniment with creatures can be interpreted as His epistemic encompassment of all that is beneath
Him. What is meant by accompaniment, then, is the knowledge of the divine essence of all states and acts
of creatures—a knowledge that is both universal in scope and inclusive of particulars.

In his explanation of verse 7 of Siirat al-Mujadilah, Mulla Sadra maintains that God is the Being who fills
all things and all places. God exists not only in the heavens, but also on the earth and wherever one may
conceive: “It is He who is God in heaven and God on earth” (huwa alladhi fT al-sama’i ilahun wa f1 al-ardi
ilah), and He is present in all levels and stages of reality: “He is with you wherever you are” (wa huwa
ma‘akum aynama kuntum), without being confined to any particular limit (Mulla Sadra, 1981, 7:274). After
establishing existential accompaniment on the basis of verse 7 of Siirat al-Mujadilah, Mulla Sadra explains
that God’s existential accompaniment with things is a spiritual proximity, and in this respect it cannot be
understood within the framework of material proximity or anything similar to it.
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Conclusion

This study has analyzed and compared two major intellectual currents in Islamic thought—Imam1 theology
and Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Theosophy—in their explanation of the accompaniment presented in verse
7 of Siirat al-Mujadilah. In the intellectual system of Imami theologians, divine accompaniment primarily
signifies God’s supervision over human actions and His absolute awareness of them. Accordingly, on the
basis of their principles of tawhid and divine transcendence, Imami theologians interpret divine
accompaniment in this verse as an epistemic and power-based encompassment, not as spatial
accompaniment, incarnation, or union.

From Mulla Sadra’s perspective, God’s existence is nearer to things than any other existence, and no
distance between God and His creatures can be conceived. Unlike the theological approach, he regards God
as present in the existential domain of beings, without thereby attributing corporeality or finitude to God
Almighty. Mulla Sadra, on the basis of certain explicit and precise principles, considers God to be
transcendent above numerical unity and affirms instead an absolute, non-numerical unity, which he
describes as the “true real unity” (al-wahda al-haqqa al-haqiqiyya).
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