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The philosophical views of Ibn Hindl al-Razi (d. 1029) have largely been
neglected, including his thoughts on the soul and its relationship with the body.
Nonetheless, thinkers such as Miskawayh and al-Ghazalt were influenced by
him. The present study is the first research in this field and has been prepared
using recently discovered manuscripts of his works as well as his published
writings. He defines man as “the living, rational, mortal [being]” (al-hayy al-
natiq al-ma’if). This definition is not his own innovation, and it would have
been preferable had he emphasized the unique mode of human existence
instead. Man is a concrete compound of soul and body. Our comprehension of
the soul’s existence is self-evident, and we possess knowledge by presence
(‘ilm-i hudiiri) regarding the activities of the rational soul. The body is a natural,
organic instrument of which the soul is the first entelechy (perfection). The body
is material, whereas the soul is an immaterial substance that utilizes the body as
a tool to actualize its perfections. The soul is divided into vegetative, animal,
and human types, and accepting the existence of a single soul in different bodies
is impossible. The human soul possesses various faculties, some of which it
carries over from its prior stages, though it transcends them by being equipped
with the rational degree. The perfection of this soul lies in acquiring the trait of
justice, the establishment of intelligible forms within it, and its conjunction with
the acquired intellect (al-‘aql al-mustafad). The elucidation of these ideas,
along with some of the debates surrounding them, constitutes the achievements
of the present article, which have been extracted and analyzed from his writings
using a descriptive method.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Abu al-Faraj Ali ibn al-Hossein ibn al-Hindu al-Razi (d. 1029 AD), a philosopher contemporary with
Avicenna (d. 1037 AD), Miskawayh (d. 1030 AD), and Abu Rayhan al-Biruni (d. 1048 AD), and a student
of Abu al-Hasan al-Aameiri (d. 991 AD) and Ibn al-Khammar (d. 1017 AD), has been neglected, although
Miskawayh and al-Ghazali (d. 1111 AD) were influenced by him. Among his neglected ideas are his views
on the soul and its relation to the body. This article is the first study in this field and is based on some
discovered manuscripts of his works as well as his published writings outside Iran.

Discussion

The nature of the soul and the body, and their composition and relation to one another, has been a major
anthropological issue that has undergone many ups and downs throughout the history of Islamic philosophy.
Understanding the developments in this field depends on knowing the views of all the major sages who
preceded it, and this article seeks to explain the place of Ibn Hindu’s thought on the soul, the body, and
their relationship from this perspective.

He defines man as “the living, the speaking, the dying.” “The living” serves as the genus of this definition,
while the two qualities of “speech” and “death” function as its distinguishing features. On the basis of the
first, beings incapable of thought and reasoning are excluded from the concept of man, and through the
second, man is distinguished from angels. This definition is not his own invention, and it would have been
more fitting to emphasize the specific mode of human existence instead of “speech” and “death” as man’s
compound characteristics.

In his view, man is not merely his material body, but a compound of soul and body. The existence of the
soul is a self-evident perception for us, and we have direct knowledge of the effects of our speaking soul
without needing argument. We also know the body as a “natural organic body,” for which the soul is the
“primary perfection.” The body is material and composed of the four natures—water, earth, wind, and
fire—but the soul has a different mode of existence from the body and is neither matter nor an attribute.
Rather, it is an incorporeal substance, abstract from matter, upon which the actuality and integrity of man
depend, and it uses the body as a means for realizing its desires and perfections. In expressing the dignity
of the body in relation to the soul, the body may also be likened to a city governed by a municipality called
the soul.

Accordingly, Ibn al-Hindu regarded the conjunction of soul and body as a kind of combination of two
entities, one abstract and the other material, each with a nature distinct from the other. Such a
combination should be taken as an accidental supervenience upon essence and as a kind of concrete
combination, although this view was not accepted by thinkers such as Sadr al-Din Muhammad ibn
Ibrahim al-Shirazi (d. 1640 AD), who considered the soul-body relation to be an union-based
combination. Ibn al-Hindu also regards the soul as a species with different types—vegetative, animal,
and human—and rejects the possibility of one soul existing in different bodies. At the same time, the
human soul possesses various powers, some inherited from the vegetative level and some from the
animal level, and through the addition of speech it gains superiority over them. The perfection of this
soul lies both practically, in attribution to the queen of justice and attachment to the level of intellects,
and theoretically, in the establishment of rational forms in the soul and connection to the rational
intellect.

The distinctive feature of the human level of the soul is the capacity for speech, which becomes available
to human beings after they pass through the two lower levels, namely the vegetative and animal levels. At
its vegetative level, the soul has powers such as procreation, nurture, and nourishment, and at its animal
level it also has powers concerned with the perception of particulars and with movements arising from
desire and anger.

The explanation of these ideas from Ibn Hindu’s writings, together with some of the controversies
surrounding them, is the achievement of the present article, extracted and analyzed, and sometimes
compared, from his writings through a descriptive method.
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Conclusion

This study shows that Ibn al-Hindu views man as a compound of soul and body, with the soul as an
incorporeal substance and the body as its instrument. His account of the soul’s levels, powers, and
perfections places him within a significant line of Islamic philosophical anthropology, even though some
of his formulations later met with criticism.
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