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framework of legislative revelation given to the prophets. However, the Holy
Quran employs this root regarding prophets, non-prophetic human beings,
honeybees, the heavens and the earth, satanic promptings, and hidden human
communications as well. The central issue of this article is whether these
applications are merely homonyms and scattered metaphors, or if they possess
a unified semantic core. Using a conceptual-interpretive analysis method and
relying on lexical, exegetical, and philosophical sources, the article
reconstructs the lexical core of wahy based on three components:
“conveyance of meaning,” “speed,” and “hiddenness.” Subsequently,
considering the verses regarding the glorification (tasbih), speech, and
gathering (hashr) of beings, as well as the gradation (tashkik) of
consciousness in Transcendent Theosophy, it defines wahy as “the fast and
hidden conveyance of meaning or command to a recipient, proportionate to
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their existential rank.” Simultaneously, it distinguishes between legislative,
inspirational, and ontological (cosmological) revelation, and its lexical or
metaphorical uses, in order to preserve the authority (hujjiyyah) of prophetic
revelation. The conclusion is that the structural unity of wahy is a Quranic-
philosophical formulation of the levels of conveying meaning and command
in the universe.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The concept of revelation occupies a foundational place in Islamic theology, for it underlies the
understanding of prophethood, revealed law, the relation between God and the human being, and the
relation between God and the cosmos. Yet in many theological and philosophical accounts, revelation is
analysed chiefly as legislative revelation granted to prophets, while other Qur’anic usages are treated as
inspiration, instinct, subjection, satanic insinuation, hidden indication, or metaphor. The Qur’an, however,
employs the root waky not only for prophets, but also for non-prophetic human beings, the honeybee, the
heavens, the earth, satanic insinuations, and covert human communication. This breadth raises a central
question: are these merely homonymous or metaphorical usages, or do they share a single semantic core?
The article asks how these diverse Qur’anic usages of wahy can be understood within a unified model
without reducing prophetic revelation to inspiration, instinct, or psychological experience. Its hypothesis is
that, if Qur’anic evidence concerning the glorification of beings, the speech of things, the gathering of
animals, the testimony of the earth, and the addressability of the heavens and the earth is read alongside the
gradation of being and consciousness in Transcendent Theosophy, revelation may be defined as “the rapid
and hidden impartation of meaning, command, or direction to a receptive entity, in accordance with its
ontological rank and cognitive capacity.” Revelation thus has a unified structure, while differing in agent,
recipient, content, purpose, rank, and authority.

The method is conceptual-exegetical analysis supported by philosophical reflection. The study reconstructs
the lexical core of wahy through three components: communication of meaning, rapidity, and hiddenness.
It then classifies Qur’anic instances of revelation according to recipient, examines agent, receptacle,
content, purpose, and semantic level, and rereads the findings in light of the gradational consciousness of
beings.

Discussion

The findings indicate that the various Qur’anic usages of revelation, although unequal in theological rank
and epistemic authority, can be brought together in terms of meaning-transmission. Lexically, wahy denotes
rapid and hidden communication, notification, or indication. This sense may apply to prophetic,
inspirational, ontological, satanic, and human forms of revelation, provided that one distinguishes the
“structural core of revelation” from the theological value of its instances. What these cases share is the form
of transmission, not sanctity, truth, infallibility, or authority.

In the case of revelation to the earth, the opening verses of Siirat al-Zalzalah are significant: the earth
recounts “its news” on the Day of Resurrection, and this recounting is attributed to the revelation of its
Lord. On the apparent meaning of the verses and the interpretation of ‘Allamah Tabataba'1, the earth is not
merely a physical entity devoid of relation to meaning; rather, at its own ontological level, it possesses
reception, consciousness, and the capacity for testimony. Revelation to the earth may therefore be
understood as the impartation of divine command to a being endowed with awareness appropriate to its
receptivity.

The verse “and He revealed in each heaven its command” likewise indicates that cosmic governance is not
depicted in the Qur’an as a merely mechanical and lifeless order. Revelation in the heavens is ontological
and administrative: the impartation of divine command within cosmic levels. As for the honeybee, although
many exegetes interpret this revelation as instinctive inspiration, instinct should not be reduced to blind
reaction. If instinct is understood as ontological guidance within animal existence, then revelation to the
honeybee accords with meaning-impartation appropriate to the animal level.

Revelation to non-prophetic human beings, such as the mother of Moses and the disciples, is also expressed
through wahy, yet these cases differ from prophetic revelation in authority and legislative status. They are
inspirational or non-legislative forms of revelation: the transmission of meaning or particular guidance to
the human heart without constituting universal law. By contrast, the revelation of devils to their allies and
of human beings to one another belongs to the lexical or metaphorical level. Here too the structure of rapid
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and hidden meaning-impartation is present, but the agent is Satan or a deceptive human being, the content
is insinuation, and the purpose is misguidance.

Drawing upon Transcendent Theosophy, the article argues that the structural unity of revelation is
compatible with the gradation of being and consciousness. In this framework, being is linked with
knowledge, life, and consciousness, and every level of being possesses a corresponding degree of
perception. Thus, speaking of revelation to the earth, the heavens, animals, and non-prophetic human beings
does not attribute human consciousness to all beings; rather, it affirms gradational receptivity to command
or meaning. This prevents the theory from collapsing into crude panpsychism or being confused with
prophetic revelation.

Conclusion

The article concludes that revelation in the Qur’an possesses structural unity and hierarchical multiplicity.
Its unity lies in the rapid and hidden impartation of meaning, command, or direction; its multiplicity lies in
agent, recipient, content, purpose, ontological rank, and authority. Accordingly, legislative revelation to
prophets, inspirational revelation to non-prophetic human beings, ontological revelation to natural beings,
and the lexical or metaphorical use of revelation in satanic and human insinuations share a common
semantic core, though they are not equal in epistemic or theological value.

This theory prevents the fragmentation of revelation and its reduction to mere homonymy, while preserving
the distinctive status of prophetic revelation. Prophetic revelation, by virtue of its divine agent, infallible
recipient, law-giving content, and religious authority, is the highest degree of revelation. Other forms,
although structurally located within meaning-impartation, lack independent legislative status.
Accordingly, the structural unity of revelation is neither a psychological claim about identical
consciousness among all beings nor an attempt to place prophetic revelation on the same level as inspiration,
instinct, or satanic insinuation. Rather, it is a Qur’anic—philosophical account of the gradations of meaning
and command in a world wholly engaged in glorification, reception, and response to divine command.
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