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The appeal to Divine Wisdom, either as a direct axiom or a framework for
other principles, has been widely prevalent in Mutakallimun’s arguments.
In the present paper, after presenting some cases of this trend and through
logical analysis, the Mu‘tazilite ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s arguments based on
Divine Wisdom are scrutinized and criticized in particular. As a
hypothesis, the authors believe that the Mu‘tazilite ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s
appeal to this divine attribute is, at least partly, inaccurate and thus, his
arguments are logically inconclusive. Seemingly, this divine attribute is
often used in a posterior method, and this method has been applied merely
to rationalize the religious dogmas and the revelatory statements
discursively. In addition, elaboration on this particular topic requires a
comprehensive inner knowledge about all details of the universe and the
ultimate purpose of the creation. Many other cases which, based on this
very principle, must have been done or created, and yet are left unrealized,
can be taken as serious counter-examples for this theological framework.
It should be noted that the main theme of this paper doesn’t concern the
objective reality per se, for based on decisive rational arguments and the
explicit religious teachings, all Divine actions are carried out in the
ultimate wisdom for the ultimate good; rather, this paper aims at
questioning the possibility of a comprehensive understanding of such
wisdom and the human intellect’s capacity - with all its limitations and
failures - for discerning its cases.

Keywords: Divine Wisdom, The Limitation of Reason, the Mu‘tazilite
‘Abd al-Jabbar, Promise, Divine Promises.

*Corresponding Author Email Address: javadi-m@qom.ac.ir
DOI: https://doi.org/10.48308/jipt.2024.233419.1472

® Copyright: © 2024 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms and
— conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

35


https://doi.org/10.48308/jipt.2024.233419.1472
https://doi.org/10.48308/jipt.2024.233419.1472
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-3244-5731
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3534-8843
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1994-5031

An Examination of the Possibility of Understanding of the Wisdom of God’s 35-51

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Can human beings recognize by their reason alone (without the help of revelation) that, for example, a
certain action for God is an instance of wisely actions, and as a result of this recognition of reason,
consider the realization of this action necessary for God? The Mu ‘tazilite ‘Abd al-Jabbar is among those
who accept this principle and believe that the reason can independently understand instances of the
wisdom of God’s actions. Therefore, he has made many arguments based on this principle. Among the
cases that he concluded by emphasizing on this principle, it is the impossibility of breaking a promise by
God. In this paper, we will state his argument and conclude that due to the limitations of human cognitive
capacities, the independent reason cannot basically know the wisdom of God’s actions.

Discussion
According to the Mu tazilite ‘Abd al-Jabbar, whenever we say that God is just and wise, we mean that
God has not done a bad action and does not choose it.

In the Holy Qur’an, there is a lot of sayings about human ignorance. According to the Qur’an, the human
reason is incomplete and sometimes gets wrong in understanding some things. For example, killing an
innocent human being, the order to Kill an innocent human being, as well as the order to leave a woman
and an infant child without water and food and without any shelter in a desert, are considered as examples
of Divine actions in some Qur’anic verses. God has done all these actions for the reasons he knows, the
reasons that human reason cannot understand them by itself.Which argument is more correct from the
viewpoint of reason?The first argument:Since God is wise and Killing an innocent human being is bad, He
does not order to the killing of innocent human beings (The order to to kill an innocent human being is
not done by God).The Second argument:

Since God is wise, but wisdom has many levels which are not in the scope of human reason and
knowledge, it is reasonable for the wise God to order to the killing of an innocent human being due to the
expediency that only He knows (The order to kill an innocent human being can be done by God).
Presupposition of the first argument: Human beings are able to recognize the criteria and wisdom of
Divine actions a priori.

Presupposition of the second argument: Human beings are not able to recognize the Divine actions’
being wisely or unwisely a priori and without revelation. If we agree with the first presupposition, we
should consider the act of ordering to the killing of an innocent human being as a bad act and consider
doing it by God as impossible, even though we are sure that such an order has been issued from God.
Therefore, one should either leave the first presupposition or deny the issuance of this order from God.
Since the issuance of this order from God Almighty is clearly mentioned in the Qur’anic verses and the
Islamic traditions, it is a certain and undoubted matter, and so the first presupposition should be left. As a
result, it turns out that the first presupposition is false. But if we believe in the second presupposition (the
recognition of the Divine actions’ being wisely is not possible for human beings), then it is possible and
logical that God Almighty, according to the expediency that only He knows, order to the killing of an
innocent human being, as He actually has done. As a result, it cannot be said that the human reason can
recognize the Divine actions’ being wisely or unwisely a priori.

In order to prove this principle, the Mu tazilite ‘Abd al-Jabbar has appealed to the Divine wisdom. His
obvious and hidden reasons for proving this principle are as follows:

1. God is wise and does not any bad action and does not violate the purpose.

2. When a wise person addresses us, he does not act contrary to the appearance of his address without
informing us.

3. It is bad to speak inexplicably and to conceal.

4. Violating the promises will cause corruption in directing

5. God is truthful in his description.

6. Truthfulness causes good direction and lying causes corruption in directing.

Thus, God does not break His promises

Criticism of the first introduction:
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Violating the purpose can be considered to have two different levels. The first level is a level in which a
human being considers only the appearance. In this level, there is a violation of purpose, but at the second
level, which is deep level, no violation of purpose has occurred, and only God Almighty knows this.
Criticism of the second introduction:

It is reasonable that the wise God, due to a higher expediency, act against the appearance of his address
without informing the audience.

Criticism of the third introduction:

In many Divine promises, there has been no concealment or inexplicable sayings, and even if there is any
concealment in some of the Divine promises, it is possible to consider some wisely purposes for the
Divine inexplicable sayings.

Criticism of the fourth introduction:

If the violation of a promise has a reasonable and wisely purpose, it can be effective along the direction of
the universal order of the world and lead to a general goodness.

Criticism of the fifth introduction:

Truthfulness is one of the things whose goodness is not absolute, but prima

facie a wise agent can leave telling the truth and tell a lie for the sake of a higher expediency.

Criticism of the sixth introduction:

This introduction is also not true in general. Rather, truthfulness causes the good direction when it is
based on wisdom, and untruthfulness causes corruption in planning when it is unwisely.

Conclusion

According to the limitations of human reason in recognizing the truth of God’s purposes, it is basically
impossible to understand the deepest reality of God’s purposes. So, in general, we cannot made an
argument based on this false presupposition that the human reason can understand the instances of God’s
wise actions. Therefore, the Mu‘tazilite ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s argument cannot be true.
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