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Trying to form Islamic humanities requires explaining the epistemological
model (paradigm) that governs that scientific environment. The paradigms are
based on ontological, epistemological, methodological, anthropological, and
value-based foundations. The problem addressed in this paper is how to achieve
a conceptual model from the perspective of the Qur'an in epistemology. For this,
the data-grounded method has been used, and the result of the research can be
stated as follows: The central signifier of “’science and knowledge” and its related
matters in the view adapted from the Qur'an is "network-based knowledge.” The
purpose of "network-based knowledge"” is to try to discover the existential
situation (relationships and effects) and the function of a phenomenon in the
coherent network of the entire universe, which is based on a self-based reality
(infinite existence), and this conformity is considered as the criterion of truth.
This discovery is made by using the combination of the senses with the intellect
(logical arguments including demonstration, induction, intuition, etc.) in the
minimum epistemic ascension and by using the intuition of the heart (existential
unity with the phenomenon) in moving towards the maximum epistemic ascent
(awareness of the network of existence). The opposites of “knowledge and
cognition” in the Qur'an (such as forgetfulness, ignorance, foolishness,
negligence, doubt, suspicion, greed, hope, conjecture, accusation,) also have the
same criterion, which is “ignoring the relationship” of phenomena with the
network of existence and with the ultimate level of the hierarchy of existence.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The meaning of epistemology in this article is knowledge that deals with “explaining what, why and how
to create understanding and beliefs and checking the validity of human knowledge,” and the meaning of
“knowledge” here is absolute awareness, including ideas and statements, and not just propositional
knowledge. On the other hand, “The Qur'an” as a source of knowledge, has presented frequent statements
regarding science, awareness, and knowledge. Analyzing the text of the Qur'an to explore and analyze its
views in the context of what, why, and how to create understanding and beliefs and their changes can be
one of the infrastructures for shaping Islamic humanities. The main problem of this article is "the discovery
of the central signifier of the Qur'an's answer to the criterion of the validity of understanding and awareness,
along with its prerequisites and functions." This article uses the ‘data-driven” method to let the data guide
the research so that the patterns within them gradually become apparent. This method is, in fact, a
refinement of the “thematic interpretation of the Quran” method.

In this research, we focused on the key concept of “knowledge” (used most frequently in verses and
conceptual relationships compared to similar concepts) and searched for its roots in the Quran. Related
verses were extracted, then coded, and categorized. The relationships between categories were extracted
based on the network interpretation method and presented as a model.

Discussion

The 50 selected verses were categorized into 5 axes, which are:

1- Verses indicating the levels, depth, and network nature of phenomena in existence; 2- Verses indicating
the necessity of achieving network knowledge; 3- Verses indicating the contexts, strategies, and factors
necessary for achieving network knowledge; 4- Verses indicating the consequences of network knowledge;
5- Verses indicating obstacles and negative interfering factors in achieving network knowledge.

Based on the examination of the causal chain in the categories and based on the frequency of “the need to
pay attention to the levels, dimensions, layers, and relationships of phenomena to optimized discovery of
reality,” the concept of “network knowledge” was selected as the central category and focal phenomenon.
(cf. Rum/7, Yunus/39, A‘raf/188, An‘am/105, Al-‘Imran/7, Baqara/30) and the rest were arranged as
follows:

The background conditions for the realization of this central category are: 1- Trying to ignore personal
desires and interests and strengthening the motivation to seek truth 2- Awareness of the breadth and
multiplicity of phenomena or their depth and levels (Taha/114) 3- Considering the possibility that part of
reality is hidden (An‘am/148, An‘am/67, Baqara/225, Baqara/151, Baqara/77, Maryam/43) 3- Awareness
of the rules for discovering realities (‘Ankabut/43)

The strategies for achieving this central category are: 1- Activating conscience (' Anbiya’/64, Al-A‘raf/172)
2- Networking the view of existence and macroscopic thinking (Fatir/28) and the effort to discover the
relationships of phenomena with the absolute self-founded reality (Fussilat/53, Qasas/75) 3- The maximum
accumulation of meaningful evidence and evidence (Qasas/75, An‘am/100, Al-‘Tmran/61).

The effective factors in achieving this central category are: 1- Applying the rules of discovering realities
and not being satisfied with guesses and possibilities (‘Ankabut/43) 2- Trying to deeply analyze phenomena
(Zumar/9, Rum/7, Nisa’/83) by discovering more components and relationships in the scale of the network
of existence, and using the tool of placing the phenomenon in situations that reveal its inner self (Tawba/16,
Al-Bagara/143) 3- Demonstration (An‘am/83) 4- Calculating definite functions (An'am/81) 5- Activating
the senses (Nahl/78) and also activating the internal presential experiences (Ankabut/49, Najm/11)

The obstacles and interfering conditions in this central category are: 1- Relying on unconventional guesses
and probabilities (Nur/15, Yunus/36, Isra’/36, An‘am/108, Nisa'/157, Baqara/169, Baqara/78) 2- Relying
on incomplete evidence and incomplete realities considering the scale of the network of existence
(Ghafir/83, An‘am/100, An‘am/81, Baqara/102) 3- Impairment in the ability to use thought (Nisa’'/43) 4-
Changing the face of reality due to desires, selfishness and excesses (216, Tawba/97, Tawba/93, Al-
‘Imran/19, Bagara/118)
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Consequences: 1- Creating confidence and peace (Al-Hajj/54) 2- Creating awareness of The Agent and the
mover of phenomena and their purpose (Fatir/28) 3- Achieving the desired function (An’am/81, Al-
Bagara/232) 4- The extension and expansion of consciousness and its effects and the movement towards
existential unity with realities (Al-‘Imran/79, ‘ Ankabut/49, Takathur/7)

Analysis of eight of the above verses is presented in detail in the body of the article.

Conclusion

Based on the analysis of the above, the following conclusion was reached:

1- There is a reality distinct from the knowing subject (mind) and it has levels, dimensions, and explicit and
implicit relationships in the network of existence, which has a wide range from the most immaterial
Existence to the most limited existence. 2- The criterion of truth is the conformity of the mind, speech, and
behavior with this network reality. (Network truth) 3- There are basic and substructure realities that cannot
be denied considering the presential experiences, and the general conscience, and touching their functions
(Epistemological and foundtionalist judgments in truth) 4- The different layers of network reality are
coherent with the basic realities (especially with the "Absolute Self-based Reality") and with each other
(Network coherence) 5- The discovery of reality always has a positive and beneficial functional outcome.
(Network function) 6- The discovery of network reality is gradual, and each part that is obtained is true and
reliable provided that it complies with the three criteria of foundationalism, consistency-based, and having
a positive function (Network knowledge) 7- There is a possibility of error, and not everything that seems
true is necessarily true but needs validation. 8- The necessary background for achieving network knowledge
is the existence of a motivation to seek truth, distrust of the appearance of phenomena, and awareness of
the rules for discovering the hidden layers of reality. 9- To activate the achievement of network knowledge,
it is necessary to use the following strategies: conducting analyses on a macro-scale of existence, starting
from the general presence and conscience, using the rules for analyzing phenomena into components and
relationships, and revealing the hidden components and relationships on the scale of the network of
existence, collecting maximum evidence and presenting them in the form of logical reasoning, and showing
its definitive functions, and revealing how it relates to Self-based Reality. 10- Sufficiency of and trust in
unconventional and incomplete guesses and possibilities, due to personal desires, causes a lack of access to
new realities and the loss of previous true knowledge and awareness. 11- If one moves towards “networked
knowledge”, the desired function, benefit and goodness are achieved, and confidence, peace and expansion
of consciousness are achieved. 12- It is possible to eliminate the intermediary of “mind” and “conceptual
formation” for discovering reality, and one can directly experience the presence of reality within oneself.
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