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Affections are considered one of the most significant dimensions of human
personality. In this research, we have analytically examined the nature of
affections from the perspective of Transcendent Philosophy (Hikmat-e
Muta‘aliyah) and concluded that affections, on the one hand, possess a
cognitive nature, defined based on pleasure and pain and the cognition of what
aligns or conflicts with one’s disposition. On the other hand, they are
influenced by the motivating faculties subordinate to the appetitive faculty,
namely desire and anger, thus possessing a motivational nature. The
integration of the two components of affection—cognitive and
motivational—is undertaken by practical reason, which operates through the
faculty of estimation (Wahm). According to Mulla Sadra’s interpretation,
imagination (Khayal) is an active faculty in generating forms and cognitions
and plays a key role in forming, stabilizing, reinforcing, or weakening
affections. If we consider imagination as a psychic dimension, then the faculty
of estimation is not distinct from the domain of imagination and depends on
the level of the human soul. The faculty of estimation manifests at that same
level, becoming either an imaginative or rational estimation, and, following
its existential rank, it constructs, nurtures, and manages affections. Therefore,
cultivating each of these faculties subordinate to practical reason can generate
affections corresponding to that state for the individual..
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Affections are one of the most important aspects of human personality, and analyzing the nature of
affections and how they are formed and managed in the human soul is important. However, since they have
not been considered independently and directly in Islamic philosophy, it is important to examine them based
on the capacities of this philosophy. We also intend to address this issue with an analytical method by
referring to the works of Mulla Sadra.

Discussion

One the one hand, affections have a perceptual and cognitive nature that is based on pleasure and pain and
is created by encountering something that is aligns or conflicts with nature. Mulla Sadra considers pleasures
and pains to be subordinate to perceptions, meaning that if perception does not occur and the human soul
does not find unity and connection with that perceptual form, pleasure and pain are not practically realized.
Furthermore, every faculty of soul has its own specific pleasure and pain. Hence, affections such as joy,
sadness, desire, anger, fear, grief, shame, love, etc., has alignment or conflict with the requirements of
nature in its meaning and so they all are kinds of pleasures and pains.

On the other hand, human affections have a tendency and stimulating nature that is provided through the
faculty of appetite and the facultes of wrath and desire. This dual nature can be explained based on the
hierarchy of the faculties of the human soul as follows; in the hierarchy of faculties, the practical intellect
is responsible for human affections because the practical intellect has the estimative faculty under itself and
the estimative faculty also manages various faculties under it. The estimative faculty, on the one hand, has
the faculties of memory and recollection and can access inner forms and perceptions, and on the other hand,
through the imaginative faculty, it is connected to the two stimulating and perceptual faculties of desire and
imagination. Therefore, the faculty of appetite or inclination, through the faculties of desire and anger, is
responsible for stimulating and motivating affections. The imagination, by accessing the five senses through
the common sense, can receive forms and perceptions, and through the faculty of estimation, it can also
retrieve and recall the stored forms and perceptions, create new forms, create new affections, and strengthen
or weaken existing affections. In all these stages, the practical intellect, as the seat of affection management,
possesses and guides all these faculties, and the lifestyle of each person is based on the dominance of each
of these faculties over the others, and their affections are also based on that. Therefore, a person whose
desire faculty is dominant in him, his imagination will also create affections in accordance with this
approach, and a person whose anger faculty is dominant in him will have affections in accordance with
these conditions.

Conclusion

Human affections have two cognitive and tendency (stimulation) elements that are created and processed
by the management of practical reason and through the mediation of the estimative faculty through the its
sub-faculties such as memory, desire, anger, and imagination. The imaginative faculty itself is the servant
of two faculties, one of which is a type of stimulating power and the other of which is a type of perceptual
power: the estimative faculty provides the perceptual principles of affections through imagination, and
through the appetite faculty, it provides the stimulating principles of affections. However, in Mulla Sadra's
reading of the cognitive faculties, the estimative faculty is not separate from the rational faculty. From
Mulla Sadra's perspective, estimative cognition and rational cognition do not have any intrinsic differences,
and therefore, he reduces cognitions to three types and says that just as the worlds are limited to the three
worlds of nature, imagination, and reason, the cognitive faculties of human are also limited to the sensory,
imaginary, and rational. One of Mulla Sadra's most important innovations is that he considers imagination
to be a realm of soul. Therefore, in this case, the estimative faculty is nothing other than the realm of
imagination and is based on the level of the human soul. The estimative faculty manifests itself in the same
level and degree, and becomes an imaginary or rational estimate that, in accordance with its existential
level, creates, cultivates, and manages affections, and creates the two pillars of tendency and cognition of
affections, and combines the forms and meanings, cognitions and tendencies of the soul at the level it is in.
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Among the abilities of imagination in Mulla Sadra's reading is that the soul, with the help of the realm of
imagination, invents and creates imaginary forms at its imaginary level. In Mulla Sadra's view, the soul is
not merely passive and receptive to sensory impressions, but rather by these impressions the soul prepared
to create mental images. Therefore, training each of these faculties, which are a subset of practical reason,
can create affections for the individual that are appropriate to the situation. Refining and purifying each of
the human's tendency and cognitive areas can make his affections clearer, and the purification of affections
also affects the individual's beliefs and tendencies.

But the reality is that many people cannot ascend from the imaginary level and reach the rational level until
the moment of death. Therefore, although the rational education of the members of society is important for
crossing this threshold and achieving the rational level, since this goal cannot be fully achieved, the
education of the imaginary sphere and the management of imaginary estimate becomes of manifold
importance because it is itself a prelude to achieving the rational level and acquiring rational estimate. In
addition, since many communication and media tools, especially cyberspace, directly address human
estimate in the imaginary sphere, and the tendencies and perceptions that constitute the affections of the
individual at this level are due to the forms and meanings that are repeatedly presented to him in cyberspace
and, according to Sadra’s reading of imagination, form part of existence and the structure of the personality
of man; based on this input data and the forms and meanings that he receives through cyberspace, each
individual encounters an interconnected and coherent system of forms, meanings, perceptions, and
tendencies that create his affections, and the individual's estimative faculty, based on these materials,
combines, creates, and manages affections.
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