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The issue under discussion in this article is the definition, characteristics,
nature, and relationship between science and religion from the perspective of
Abul-Hassan ‘Amiri. ‘Amiri considers science and religion to have a rational
essence, and his thoughts in this area can be examined within the intellectual
framework of Islamic philosophers. He divides science into two categories:
religious and philosophical, and enumerates subcategories for each. In his
opinion, science only finds meaning within the framework of reason and has
a rational nature. From ‘Amiri's perspective, religion is a collection of
theoretical and practical propositions from the source of revelation,
possessing rational necessity, which is understood by the perfect and abstract
intellect of the prophet; and revelation, in his view, is the reception of truths
by the prophet's intellect from God. On this basis, none of the sciences are in
conflict with religion, and religion holds a higher rank. ‘Amiri regards the
relationship between science and religion as manifestations of a single truth,
and all his analyses must be understood within this general framework.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The main topic of this research is the nature of the relationship between science and religion and the quality
of resolving potential conflicts between them from the perspective of Abul-Hassan ‘Amiri. The subsidiary
question of this article, which are initially examined to prepare the answer to the main issue, is what science
and religion are from his perspective. The importance of this examination lies in the fact that ‘Amiri, in
addition to his philosophical aspects, also possesses a strong religious viewpoint. ‘Amiri's openness and
defensive approach towards religion have transformed him into an influential and unique personality in the
subject of the relationship between science and religion.

Discussion

‘Amiri considers science to encompass awareness of something as it truly is, without error. Based on this
definition, if the results of science are categorized and given a specific subject and purpose, scientific
disciplines emerge. Contrary to the common interpretation, ‘Amiri believes that science is not devoid of
practical direction, and the tool of science in humans is reason, which recognizes truth and acts upon it. He
divides sciences into two categories based on their source of knowledge: "melli" (religious) and "falsafi"
(philosophical). Religious sciences are obtained through prophets and the source of revelation, while
philosophical sciences are derived from philosophers and the source of reason. Additionally, ‘Amiri uses
two criteria for comparing religious and philosophical sciences: epistemological (truthfulness or
correspondence with reality; certainty) and practical (its impact on happiness and perfection). In the first
case, he refers to certainty and the degree of correspondence with reality, and in the second case, to the
benefit and utility of science and, ultimately, its effect on human happiness and ultimate perfection. He
believes that philosophical sciences, such as theology, mathematics, and natural sciences, are extracted
through reason and are accessible to philosophers. Therefore, as ‘Amiri states, it is clear that all non-
religious sciences, despite employing their own specific methods such as sensory and experimental
approaches and utilizing particular concepts and terms, must be understood and verified through rational
methods.

‘Amiri does not explicitly define religion, but based on his perspective, it can be said that religion, from his
viewpoint, is a collection of theoretical and practical propositions whose source is revelation, which has
rational necessity and is comprehensible through the complete and abstract intellect of the prophet and, in
the afterlife, through the various abstract intellects of individuals. He considers the main elements of
religion to be beliefs, rituals, transactions, and legal limits. Religion is a harmonious system that possesses
balance and imparts balance to the practitioner. From a religious perspective, worldly and ultimate
happiness are aligned, do not negate each other, and neither is achievable without the other, since religion
leads to both forms of happiness. This system encompasses most aspects of human life in the world and
guides them toward ultimate happiness. Religion maintains these elements in a cohesive and balanced
manner; in other words, religion itself is an organized and harmonious collection that possesses balance
and bestows balance upon the practitioner. Both religion and religious science, from ‘Amiri's perspective,
are accessible through revelation and receivable through prophets. However, he regards the nature of
religion as rational, since revelation means the rational reception of truths that God has given to the prophet.

Conclusion

In summary, ‘Amiri believes that both science and religion have divine origins but reach humans through
different means (reason and revelation). Ultimately, science must be validated by reason, and religion also
has a rational nature. Therefore, there is no conflict between science and religion, and both seek the truth.
‘Amiri ultimately considers religion and science as two manifestations of a single truth, whose ultimate
goal is the happiness and perfection of humans.
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