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Pilgrimage is one of the concepts that has found new examples in the modern
era. Tombs of artistic figures, war memorials, and unique media scenes are
among the pilgrimage sites of the modern era. In this article, using a
descriptive-analytical method, the semantic evolution of the concept of
pilgrimage in the modern era has been investigated with regard to the concept
of sanctity and the theological foundations of this era. According to the
findings of this research, in the concept of pilgrimage in the modern era
compared to the pre-modern era, there has been no specification or expansion
but a semantic change. Accordingly, in traditional theology, sanctity was an
intra-religious matter formed solely through a relationship with God.
However, in the modern era, sanctity has become not about Divine revelation
but a constructive, extra-religious concept that requires no religious
affiliation. This conceptual evolution of pilgrimage is derived from some of
the foundations of modern theology, including the emphasis on the interiority
of God, extreme rationalism, individualism, religious experience, and
humanism.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Pilgrimage is one of the world's oldest and most significant human activities, common to most cultures.
Pilgrimage consists of three essential elements: travel and movement, respect and special actions, and the
sanctity of the place, which has a deep meaning that separates it from the surrounding environment. With
the advent of the modern era and the facilitation of commuting, the world faces travelers whose number
has increased drastically; On the other hand, their motivations for travel differ because they do not consider
belief in a framework of faith as a condition for entering holy places. In the theoretical encounter with this
challenge, a new approach believes that by changing the concept of pilgrimage, it can be generalized, and
tourism can be considered a kind of pilgrimage. In this approach, instead of separating sacred and non-
sacred things, tourism itself is considered sacred, and tourist places (regardless of their place in religions
and written traditions) are considered sacred only for the sake of the visitors. Accordingly, the main
question in this article is: What changes have occurred in the concept of sanctity in modern theology, and
what are its foundations?

Discussion

In the modern era, new examples of pilgrimage are found that do not have a clear and significant history in
pre-modern religions and traditions and occur outside the religious context. Artists' homes and graves, such
as the tomb of Elvis Presley in the United States; memorials and places of war, such as Lourdes in France,
sites related to political leaders, such as Robben Island in South Africa, places related to ancestral roots and
identity such as the castles of the Ghana coast, media sites such as manga film locations in Japan, special
natural areas such as the Sedona Desert in Arizona, authentic rural and urban sites such as areas of Rio de
Janeiro, horrific sites and memorials to disasters such as the deadly caves in Cambodia are among the
shrines of the New Age.

Pilgrimage is closely related to the concept and nature of holiness. What makes the pilgrimage significant
is traveling or stopping at a holy place. Therefore, the change in the perception of pilgrimage is rooted more
than anything else in the change in the concept of holiness in the new era. In the traditional and pre-modern
sense, holiness was tangible and derived from the extent of a place's relationship with God. In traditional
times, humans waited for God to declare a place sacred. Humans were merely discoverers of the sanctity
of a place, not its creators, and they used different methods to uncover it. When people realized that a place
was sacred, they considered it superior to other places and assigned a kind of centrality to it. Paying
attention to these characteristics made the pilgrimage, i.e., a journey to a high and holy place, which is also
a kind of center of the earth. Important pilgrimage centers, such as those related to Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam, have usually followed this rule. With the advent of the modern era, a new theology took place.
Currents such as humanism, the scientific movement, the Enlightenment, and the religious reform
movement led to the formation of modern theology in Christianity. In the first step, these currents denied
the existence of any sanctity and distinction from the origin of metaphysics. Modern theology believes in
the homogeneity and uniformity of all places in terms of value. For example, Dietrich Bonheffer proposed
a theory called Christianity without religion, according to which he believed that Christ could not be
confined to the holy community of the Church. Harvey Cox also described the way of life of a secular
society in terms of concepts such as pragmatism and desecration. Although modern theology initially
denied any sanctity, it emphasized the negation of traditional sanctity with a metaphysical origin. It
presented a new definition of sanctity, which is the primary origin of pilgrimage in the modern era.
Accordingly, places and symbols, although they do not manifest a priori meaning, can themselves be
meaningful. In other words, the scholars of the modern age tried to take spirituality out of the monopoly of
religious centers such as the church and to build new religious systems themselves. For this reason, Hegel
considered reading the morning newspaper a blessing, and Benedict stated that cinema and theatre had
become sacred places of the new religion. In this new semantic system, advertising, music, tourism, sports,
and the Internet became sacred equivalents and replaced the religious elements of religions. Various
theological foundations have led to such a view of pilgrimage, such as the emphasis on the internality of
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God in contrast to its transcendence, individualism, religious experience, extreme rationalism, and
humanism.

Conclusion

Although pilgrimage has been performed for centuries in a unique structure and based on divine revelation,
in the modern era, there have been cases in which, although it is called pilgrimage, it is far from pilgrimage
in the traditional sense. In order to understand the difference between the meanings of pilgrimage in the
modern and pre-modern eras, we must first find the difference between the concept of holiness in these two
theological frameworks. In pre-modern theology, holiness is an intrinsic and formative thing that human
beings believe in the sanctity of that place based on what the sacred texts or the clergy order it to do.
However, in the modern era, holiness is not something that needs to be discovered; it is a forgery of man
and is based on his experience. In other words, the main issue in traditional theology was God, but in
modern theology, man is man, and man's religion is his experience. In other words, the new theology is
focused on the life of this world and seeks to provide solutions to improve the life of this world. In summary,
it should be said that traditional theology claims to be realistic, while modern theology is realistic and
constructive; on this basis, it can be said that in comparing the concept of holiness in the modern period
with the previous one, although they have some common instances, it is neither semantic assignment nor
its extension, but a semantic change has occurred.
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