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The theory of the accidentality of unity is seen in many works of Ibn Sina. It
has attracted the attention of his commentators and critics. The statement that
unity is an accident does not mean that, in his view, unity is included in the
nine accidental categories; instead, he intended the additionality of unity to
its subject and such additionality, as long as it does not extend to external
occasion, can also be interpreted based on analytic accident. Leaving aside
his explicit statements regarding the external accidentality of unity, an
examination of Ibn Sina's works, based on the question of the possibility of
interpreting the accidentality of unity as an analytic accident, yields three
types of statements: (1) Statements that, at first glance, could indicate that
"unity is an analytic accident." (2) Statements according to which, in the case
of some entities, the identity of unity with existence is raised. (3) A statement
that states the identity of existence and unity in an absolute way. A rational
analysis of all these statements leads us to conclude that Ibn Sina's statement
about the external accidentality of unity contrasts with some of his other
statements. This conflict seems to be due to a change in Ibn Sina's thought or
an inconsistency in his intellectual structure due to a lack of a clear
understanding of philosophical concepts and their relationship to reality. In
any case, his view on the accidentality of unity cannot be interpreted as the
external accidentality of unity.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In line with the criticism of the theory of substantiality of the one, Aristotle introduced "the one" as a
predicate on the subjects. He did not conclude that unity is an accident. Although Ibn Sina agreed with
Aristotle in denying the substantiality of the one, he did not limit himself to stating that it is a predicate.
Instead, he considered the origin of the derivation of the one, i.e., the unity, to be an accident.

Most theologians after Ibn Sina understood the substantiality of unity as an external accident (Tavakoli,
2021: 58-59), But others rejected it, and each one expressed a ruling about unity. (Suhrawardi, 1993: 1/167-
169; Ibn Rushd. 1998a: 1/313-315; Mulla Sadra. 1981: 2/90-91). Meanwhile, in contrast to the dominant
interpretation of theologians from Ibn Sina's view, some others have interpreted the accidentality of unity
as an analytical accident (Mostafawi. 2017: 71). Now the question is, is such an interpretation of Ibn Sina's
theory possible?

Discussion

Accepting the interpretation of I1bn Sina's view on the accidentality of unity as an analytic accident depends
on accepting the characteristics of analytical accidents for unity. Analytic accidents are the origin of the
derivation of certain predicates that (1) occur to their subjects only in mind— which is why they are called
analytic accidents and accidents of quiddities — and (2) are identical with existence in the external occasio.
Regardless of his explicit statements about the external accidentality of unity, a review of lbn Sina's works,
based on the question of the possibility of interpreting the accidentality of unity as an external accident,
yields three types of statements:

(1) statements that, at first glance, can imply the analytic occurrence of unity to its subject. (Ibn Sina,1983a:
26, 103, 189, 303; 1083c: 168 & 198; 2000: 493-494). However, a closer look at them reveals that this
interpretation is incorrect.

(2) statements in which, in some entities, the identity of unity with existence is raised. Such as the unity of
the Necessary Existent in its positive sense, the unity of the Intelligence, and the identity of existence with
connective unity of the corporal form (Ibn Sina, 1983a: 96 & 344-345).

(3) A statement that states the identity of existence and unity in an absolute way. This statement is
mentioned only in the "Al-Ta‘ligat"(Ibn Sina, 1983d:145), and it seems that there is reason to doubt the
attribution of this phrase to Ibn Sina, like other phrases in the Al-Ta‘ligat whose content is not consistent
with his other statements in his other works especially since this statement is, in fact, one of 106 glosses
of A-Farabi (Farabi. 1992: 399).

Conclusion

It seems that this contradiction is either due to the transformation of Ibn Sina's thought in this regard or to
the inconsistency in his intellectual structure due to the lack of a clear understanding of philosophical
concepts and their relationship with reality. Finally, his view on the accidentality of unity cannot be
interpreted as an analytical accident.

If the inconsistency in Aavicennian philosophy cannot be explained by Ibn Sina's intellectual development,
this inconsistency is likely due to Ibn Sina's lack of correct and complete separation regarding philosophical
secondary intelligibles and other predicates. In many cases of Avicennian philosophy, it is observed that
the predicate must have some external realization in any non-intrinsic predicate. The adjective and the
descriptor have external differences. Therefore, unity has not been excluded from this ruling of Ibn Sina,
and he has emphasized its external additionality.
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