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Using a descriptive and analytic method, the present paper has analyzed the
rejection of Mutakallimun’s theory of the mere spiritual perfectibility of man
in the world of Purgatory, based on the innovative principles of Mulla Sadra’s
Transcendent Philosophy in Al-Shawahid al-Rububiyyah. In this paper, we
have tried to examine and explain the concept of purgatory perfectibility and
to emphasize on the realization of purgatory perfectibility from the perspective
of the Qur’an and the Islamic traditions, based on the certain religious
doctrines. Then, we have considered “the true perfection of the Soul”, which is
an inner journey “from Self to the Self”, and on this basis, we have examined
the conflict between the views of Mutakallimun and the Sadraean
Transcendent Philosophy about the definition of the true reality of man and its
degrees. Finally, we have discussed on the rejection of Mutakallimun’s
restricting the perfectibility to “the intellectual and spiritual perfectibility”,
based on Mulla Sadra’s four ontological and epistemological principles about
the possibility of practical and bodily purgatory perfectibility, which include
“the agency of the rational soul and its essential sufficiency”, “the place of the
souls in having the most subtle substantiality and the most intense
spirituality”, “the perfections and the sovereignty of the faculty of imagination
in the world of Purgatory”, and “the subtlety and lightness of the rational
soul”.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The desire for movement and perfection is deposited in the nature of every being, and no man is
exception from this judgment. By reflecting on his nature, every man finds that the innate desire for
gaining the psychological perfections is among his inner wants at every moment. This existential process
of perfection begins from the coagulation of the sperm in the natural world, and by going through the
various bodily and spiritual stages, finally, leads to the corruption of body and the death, and a man, with
what he has acquired in this world, sets out to hereafter. Now, it can be asked whether after death and the
corruption of human body and the interruption of action and obligation, the process of human perfection
continues in hereafter both in the form of seeking the bodily (practical) perfection and in the form of
seeking the spiritual (intellectual) perfection? If the answer is positive, what are the Sadraean foundations
for the justification of seeking these perfections, especially seeking the practical and bodily perfections?

Discussion

Many Mutakallimun believe that according to Islamic traditions, this world is the world of “action” and
the hereafter is the world of “judgment”. This means that the obligation is confined in this world and there
is no obligation in the hereafter. From these two premises it follows that, firstly, in the Purgatory and the
Resurrection, there are no ritual obligations are for human beings, and so there are no practical
perfections, and the possible perfectibility in the hereafter is an intellectual and spiritual perfectibility,
and, secondly, the actions in this world are some “mortal accidents”, not some substances creating the
spiritual habits, and the worlds of Purgatory and Resurrection are only the worlds of “divine punishment
and reward”. But Ibn Sina, in justifying the purgatory perfectibility, believes that the soul in this world
needs the body, but - after separating from the body - the soul doesn’t need the body for its survival, So,
he concludes that the soul, without the help of body, can receive some diffusions. Also, Suhrawardi
believes that the soul, after separating from the body and connecting to the good souls, such as the
rational soul of the heavens, reaches some higher perfections, but the evil souls touch the pain and
punishment.

Using a descriptive and analytic method, the present paper has analyzed the rejection of Mutakallimun’s
theory of the mere spiritual perfectibility of man in the world of Purgatory, based on the innovative
principles of Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy in Al-Shawahid al-Rububiyyah. In this paper, we
have tried to examine and explain the concept of purgatory perfectibility and to emphasize on the
realization of purgatory perfectibility from the perspective of the Qur’an and the Islamic traditions, based
on the certain religious doctrines. Then, we have considered “the true perfection of the Soul”, which is an
inner journey “from Self to the Self”, and on this basis, we have examined the conflict between the views
of Mutakallimun and the Sadraean Transcendent Philosophy about the definition of the true reality of man
and its degrees. Finally, we have discussed on the rejection of Mutakallimun’s restricting the
perfectibility to “the intellectual and spiritual perfectibility”, based on Mulla Sadra’s four ontological and
epistemological principles about the possibility of practical and bodily purgatory perfectibility, which
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include “the agency of the rational soul and its essential sufficiency”, “the place of the souls in having the
most subtle substantiality and the most intense spirituality”, “the perfections and the sovereignty of the
faculty of imagination in the world of Purgatory”, and “the subtlety and lightness of the rational soul”. It
is worthy to mention that Mulla Sadra’s four principles, which are based on his Science of the Soul and
the system of Sadraean Transcendent Philosophy, have stated the perfectibility of the soul, which has
been explicitly mentioned in the Qur’anic verses and Islamic traditions, in a decisive and demonstrative
way, and have explained and interpreted it rationally. Hence, they have promoted and corrected
Mutakallimun’s theory of the mere spiritual perfectibility, and have revealed the fact that the

demonstration and the Qur’an are inseparable from each other.

Conclusion

Moreover, by explaining the mentioned principles, we can conclude that “the rational soul” is a true
traveler who immigrates to God and begins its infinite and eternal journey in the world of Purgatory with
this existential stock, and is eternal based on the religious teachings. By the correct explanation of the
intellectual and spiritual perfectibility of the rational soul in the Purgatory, we can gain a correct
understanding of “the man’s immortality and eternity” and “the states of those who are in Heaven and
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Hell in the Purgatory and the Resurrection”. Finally, in the light of the mentioned principles, we can free
ourselves from the complexities of the objections to “the bodily resurrection”, which have occupied the

minds of many scholars, especially Mutakallimun and some philosophers, over the centuries, and this is a
finding which deserves a lot of attention and reflection.
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