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In the Quran's account of humanity's initial creation, three types of perception
are identified: by heart, by ear, and by eye. However, the Quran also proposes
a more intricate ‘perceptual structure’ involving both independent and
intermediate perceptual interactions. Within this structure, the human heart is
defined as an independent agent of perception, exerting influence over other
human perceptual faculties such as reason, sight, and hearing. The Quran
doesn’t suggest that other forms of perception associated with philosophical
psychology, including touch, taste, imagination, illusion, memory, and
thinking, are directly attributed to the heart. However, an indirect influence of
the heart on these faculties can be inferred from the meaning of Quranic
verses. This paper employs a thematic, verse-by-verse approach to analyze
Quranic verses related to the heart. A key finding of this study concerns the
direct and comprehensive influence of faith and disbelief on the heart's
perceptual activities. In cases where the heart harbors disbelief, a significant
portion of its own and other perceptual functions may become blocked or
disabled.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The perceptual system and the structure of human faculties in philosophical psychology, particularly
Mulla Sadra's psychology, are established principles across various fields of Islamic humanities, and
philosophical texts serve as the foundation, reference, and guiding axis for defining and explaining human
nature. The predominance of these principles is evident in the interpretation of verses related to human
perception. Renowned Quranic commentators and researchers have also endeavored to establish the
foundation and structure of philosophical anthropology by defining various human dimensions, including
the heart, according to the Quran. The Quran attributes the source and origin of many human-specific
perceptions, including reasoning, intelligence, deliberation, and auditory and visual perception (beyond
what animals possess), to the human heart, and suggests that the heart acts as both the agent and receiver
of these perceptive powers in the stage of human perceptual interactions (Quran 7: 179).

Discussion

In philosophical psychology, human perceptions are mainly referred to with the word ‘quvva’ (faculty)
and words such as 'sha’n' (station, stature, level) are used less often. However, since quvva has different
meanings in philosophical psychology, especially in Mulla Sadra's philosophical psychology, this word
may not fully capture the usages of the term 'galb’ (heart) in the Quran. Accordingly, here we use the
word 'shan’ (station) instead of the word 'quvva’. The Quran establishes a hierarchy for all the perceptive
levels of the human heart and forges a special word and term for each of the existential stations of the
heart's perceptions. Among the perceptual stations of huamn that are directly and indirectly attributed to
the heart in the Quran are the following:

Tafaqquh (Deliberation) by the Heart. Examining all Quranic verses containing the words ‘figh' and
‘tafaqquh,’ we can categorize the heart's perception of tafaqquh into four key characteristics: (1)
Understanding the universal prayer of all beings to God (Quran 17:44). (2) Discerning or failing to
discern the meaning of a speaker's words (Quran 11:91). (3) Grasping the details, manifestations, and
various forms of divine signs on Earth (Quran 6:65). (4) The Quran suggests that only the heart possesses
the capacity for tafagquh (Quran 7:179).

Ta‘aqqul (Reasoning) by the Heart. In Arabic, the word ‘aql (reason) originally signifies the act of
‘imprisoning’ —restraining words and actions from being corrupted by reprehensible things. According to
the Quran, the heart, not the intellect as an independent faculty, is the source and agent of Ta‘aqqul. The
Quran introduces Ta‘aqqul as one of the heart's perceptive functions (Quran 22:46). By examining all
verses containing the word '‘aql,’ we can summarize the perceptual process of the heart's Ta'aqqul
(reasoning) into four key functions: (1) Comprehending God's oneness and discerning the truth of matters
(Quran 5:103). (2) Uncovering the ultimate purpose behind divine signs (Quran 16:12). (3) Grasping the
reasons for the Quran's revelation (Quran 21:10). (4) Learning from both the apparent and underlying
causes of specific and general events within the system of existence (Quran 16:67).

Tadabbur (Foresight) by the Heart. In Arabic dictionaries, ‘Tadabbur’ carries several meanings,
including ‘the end,” ‘the back,” or the ‘opposite of the front.” Figuratively, it signifies planning by
considering the ultimate outcome. In Quranic literature, the term ‘Tadabbur’ is primarily linked to the
Quran itself (Quran 4:82). While the literal meaning suggests contemplation, the Quranic context implies
a specific kind of heart-based understanding. This understanding involves evaluating, assessing, and
reflecting on the consequences of each verse. Ultimately, it leads to grasping the interconnectedness of all
Quranic verses, forming a cohesive whole. The Quran itself emphasizes the unique perceptive function of
the heart in achieving this foresight, considering the meanings within Quranic verses (Quran 47:24).
Basar (Sight) by the Heart. The Quran establishes sight as one of humanity's three core perceptions
(Quran 16:78). Interestingly, the Quran also attributes blindness, expressed by the word '“amy,' to the
heart (Quran 22:46). In this verse, "blindness," a characteristic typically associated with physical sight, is
used metaphorically for the heart. This suggests that the Quran views the heart, not the physical eyes, as
the ultimate source of both sight and its impairment. The Quran implies a similar perceptual system for
the hearing faculty (Quran 28:9).

Sam‘ (Hearing) by Heart. The Quran establishes hearing as one of humanity's three core perceptions
(Quran 16:78). The Quran uses the word 'uzun' (ear) to refer to the physical organ of hearing, and 'summ'
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(deaf) to signify the lack of auditory perception (Quran 2: 171, 18). Among the common barriers to
human perception mentioned in the Quran, ‘khatm’ and ‘tab*’ are associated with hearing (Quran 2:7,
45:23). Additionally, a specific barrier unique to hearing is the placement of a ‘waqr’ (veil, curtain, or
barrier) on the ear (uzun) (Quran 31:7).

Conclusion

The Quran identifies three primary perceptual faculties for humans at their initial stage of creation:
hearing (sam®), sight (basar), and the heart (fu’ad). When humans engage in perception, their auditory and
visual experiences are influenced by the heart. The Quran suggests that the heart acts as an independent
agent, facilitating interactions between these sensory modalities. Furthermore, the Quran suggests that a
significant portion of human behavior is driven by the heart's inclinations, and the nature of these
inclinations can directly impact the activation or deactivation of human perception.
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