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Miracles, considered the most prominent and universally recognized method
for identifying prophets, pose a significant challenge for ordinary, non-
infallible individuals. While theologians emphasize the ‘incontestability’ of
miracles, the limitations of human knowledge regarding the future cast doubt
on the ability to definitively ascertain whether a miracle will remain
uncontested in the future. This uncertainty raises questions about the
possibility of attaining absolute certainty regarding the miraculous nature of a
prophet’s extraordinary acts. This article addresses this challenge through a
critical-analytical approach. The key findings of this study suggest that while a
miracle must be evident and clear to establish its authenticity, ordinary
individuals can assess the miraculous nature of a prophet’s claims by
examining the prophet’s background, evaluating the claims themselves against
reason and innate understanding, and considering divine wisdom.

Keywords: miracle, Divine wisdom,

Prophethood.

extraordinary act, challenge,

* Corresponding Author Email Address: m.faryab@gmail.com
DOI: https://doi.org/10.48308/jipt.2024.233624.1479

® Copyright: © 2024 by the authors. Submitted for possible open access publication under the terms and
" conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/).

70


https://doi.org/10.48308/jipt.2024.233624.1479
https://doi.org/10.48308/jipt.2024.233624.1479
https://doi.org/10.48308/jipt.2024.233624.1479
https://doi.org/10.48308/jipt.2024.233624.1479
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6083-693X

Distinguishing Miracles from Other Extraordinary Occurrences 70-83

Extended Abstract
Introduction

The establishment of the need for prophets to deliver divine guidance and blueprints for happiness raises
a crucial question: how to distinguish genuine prophets from impostors. In this context, the divine
endowment of miracles serves as a beacon, enabling individuals to discern the veracity of a prophet’s
claims. However, if this indicator is ambiguous, it defeats its purpose. Miracles, therefore, must be
evident and unequivocal, allowing individuals to recognize the truthfulness of the prophet’s message.
Defined as extraordinary acts accompanying a prophetic claim and impervious to imitation or instruction,
miracles stand as a cornerstone in identifying prophets. Yet, since extraordinary feats are not exclusive to
prophets, a fundamental question arises: how to differentiate miracles from other such occurrences.

For ordinary, non-infallible individuals, the challenge of discerning miracles can be so daunting as to cast
doubt on their very existence. While theologians emphasize the ‘incontestability’ of miracles, the
limitations of human knowledge regarding the future cast doubt on the ability to definitively ascertain
whether a miracle will remain uncontested in the future. In this case, ordinary individuals are left with an
inherent uncertainty regarding the miraculous nature of a prophet’s extraordinary acts. This article
endeavors to address this challenge through a critical-analytical approach.

Discussion

To solve this challenge, it seems that the background of the person who claims to be a prophet should be
considered first of all. If he is someone who has a history of witchcraft, or has many immoral
characteristics in the past, the audience will doubt his prophetic claims. This is why God often chose
prophets from their own communities, allowing people to assess their backgrounds. The Quran recounts
numerous instances where opponents of prophets attempted to discredit them by spreading false claims
about their pasts.

Also, if the claimant of being a prophet presents content as divine religion that is incompatible with
rational and moral axioms, it becomes clear that he is not a prophet and his work is not a miracle. Because
revealed religion cannot be in conflict with the self-evident teachings of reason and human nature. This is
why, as the Quran reports, opponents of prophets sought to portray their claims as irrational and even
labeled the Prophet Muhammad as ‘mad’.

On the other hand, the divine prophet must possess such conviction in their mission that they can
confidently issue a challenge to others to replicate their miracles. While some extraordinary feats may be
achievable by humans, the combination of such acts with a claim of prophecy and divine origin is unique
to miracles.

However, even individuals with a virtuous background, presenting a religion compatible with reason and
morality, and performing extraordinary acts may make false prophetic claims. In such cases, the argument
of divine wisdom comes into play. If divine wisdom does not expose a false prophet despite failing to
establish their deception through the aforementioned methods, it would imply an endorsement of their
false mission, contradicting divine wisdom. Therefore, in these instances, divine wisdom necessitates the
exposure of the false prophet, either directly or indirectly. Throughout history, numerous false prophets
have been exposed by divine intervention, with Musaylama al-Kadhdhab serving as a prominent example.

Conclusion

From the above discussion, we can conclude the following: Firstly, a miracle is an extraordinary act
accompanied by a claim of prophethood. The claimant attributes their actions to God, asserting a divine
origin. Secondly, individuals other than genuine prophets may also perform extraordinary feats and
falsely attribute them to God’s intervention. This creates a challenge in distinguishing true miracles from
the claims of impostors. Thirdly, to discern true prophethood from false claims, the claimant’s
background must be examined first. A history of unethical behavior or involvement in witchcraft can
raise doubts about their authenticity as a prophet. Fourthly, the content of the claimed religion must be
subjected to rigorous scrutiny, ensuring it aligns with fundamental rational principles and ethical
teachings. Revelations that contradict innate human understanding or moral principles cast doubt on the
claimant’s authenticity. Finally, the possibility remains that someone might pass the first two tests, yet
still be a deceiver, and their extraordinary acts not be true miracles. In such cases, if divine wisdom does
not expose the false prophet, it would essentially validate their false mission, contradicting divine wisdom
itself. Therefore, divine wisdom necessitates the exposure of the false prophet.
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