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The term Divine Suq‘ plays a crucial role in forming the entire structure of
mystical ontology, and a precise understanding of its position and
characteristics is the basis for comprehending other levels of existence. Mulla
Sadra was a pioneer in applying this term in his works, and since then, other
commentators have followed him, making it one of the well-known terms in
Islamic mysticism. Using two approaches developed by Toshihiko lzutsu, this
article aims to analyze the meaning of this term in the school of Ibn Arabi.
The first approach is to find the synonyms and equivalents of Divine Suq‘, and
the second is to use the combination of words that have a semantic relation to
Divine Suq‘. Divine knowledge, ‘ama, and Divine Names are among the
synonyms of Divine Suq‘; and the words clement soul, ‘ama, primary
determination, and oneness are among the concepts whose combination
creates a semantic network of Divine Suq‘. Another finding of this article is to
define the evolution of Ibn Arabi’s thoughts in the intellectual atmosphere of
other Islamic scholars.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The term Divine Suq’ plays a crucial role in forming the entire structure of mystical ontology, and a
precise understanding of its position and characteristics is the basis for comprehending other levels of
existence. Mulla Sadra was a pioneer in applying this term in his works, and since then, other
commentators have followed him, making it one of the well-known terms in Islamic mysticism. Using
two approaches developed by Toshihiko lzutsu, this article aims to analyze the meaning of this term in
the school of Ibn Arabi. The first approach is to find the synonyms and equivalents of Divine Suq’, and
the second is to use the combination of words that have a semantic relation to Divine Suq".

Discussion

Ibn Arabi considers Divine knowledge as the origin of creation and its manifestations, encompassing both
the conceptualized and detailed knowledge of the Almighty, or in other words, the primary and secondary
determinations. He describes the cognitive world and the world of oneness as follows: The entire world
emerges from the knowledge of the Supreme Being, which depends on the essence of the Almighty God.
He has created the world and individual human beings according to measures that He knows, and all
beings and contingents have specific forms in His knowledge.

To have a deeper understanding of the matter, we can consider an example: before doing anything, we
first imagine it generally, then in particular, until all its aspects become clear to us. Finally, what has been
reviewed in the mind comes true in reality. Similarly, we can say that the whole universe is a
manifestation of Divine knowledge.

According to Ibn Arabi, all beings, including individual human beings, exist in the knowledge of
Almighty God in the form that they are or will be. Otherwise, creation would occur accidentally and
without intention or knowledge, while the accidental creation of things is impossible. Unless these
specific forms of beings and contingents were acknowledged by God and willed by Him, the creatures
would not have occurred in this form, and each form would not have been distinguished from the others.
It has been proved that God existed, and there was no other existence with Him, except what appeared to
Him in Himself.

In other words, God knows the world through self-knowledge. Therefore, nothing has emerged in the
world unless it had been in His knowledge. It is as if God was hidden and appeared through creation.
Therefore, His knowledge is not something that has been created by Him; His knowledge of Himself and
of creatures is eternal.

Fanari considers the knowledge of the self by the self and the knowledge of Almighty God over the
particular creatures as primary and secondary determinations, respectively. Qaysari believes that the
Divine world of knowledge is not accessible for anyone, except God; Divine knowledge is not a creature
like other God's creatures, but it exists in the Divine Suq‘. He considers fixed entities (a‘yan thabita) as
the determinations of the Divine Essence and the forms of Divine Names, which the external creatures
and contingents with all their features are the shadows of these shadows. Abd al-Razzaq al-Kashani, who
was the instructor of Qaysari, considers fixed entities as the reality of the contingents in the Divine
knowledge, which are fixed and unchangeable, so His knowledge is not changeable and accidental.

‘Ama is another term that refers to Divine Suq’. This term defines the stage and determination that
existed before the creation of beings. According to Ibn Arabi, the whole world is created in ‘ama. The
first thing that Ibn Arabi refers to in the stage of delimitation and determination is the stage of ‘ama’iyya.
When an Arab asked the Holy Prophet, “Where was our Lord before the creation?” He said, “He was in
‘ama,” that is, in a determination that was only manifested to Himself and was not revealed to anyone
else. The phrase “determination that was only manifested to Himself” indicates that this determination is
within the Suq’, which is also called the “Divine determination,” because it is only revealed to the
Almighty God. Because of the inclusive Divine Name, He causes the manifestation of this stage, which is
the stage of the “perfect human.” Thus, the manifestation of the primary determination was in the
Muhammadan form. Afterwards, all the knowledge-based and concrete entities were created by Him in
detail.
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Another term that refers to Divine Suq® is Divine Names. Divine Suq" is the origin of Divine Names and
entities. With the appearance of Divine Names, the world is created, and the multitude of the world of
creation arises from them, so they can be considered the detailed knowledge of the Almighty.

Ibn Arabi considers Divine Names to be the origin of the world's existence and views them as holding
dominion and influence over it. The beginning of the world is the next stage after Divine Suq" and the
Divine World, and in a way it can also be in opposition to the Divine World. Therefore, the world of
Divine Names can be considered to be in accordance with the secondary determination of Divine Suq".

Conclusion

Divine knowledge, ‘ama, and Divine Names are among the synonyms of Divine Suq‘; and the words
clement soul, ‘ama, primary determination, and oneness are among the concepts whose combination
creates a semantic network of Divine Suq‘. Another finding of this article is to define the evolution of Ibn
Arabi’s thoughts in the intellectual atmosphere of other Islamic scholars.
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