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Philosophy and theology, as the theoretical underpinnings of Islamic thought,
offer a unique worldview and understanding of humanity. In many literary
and artistic schools, art and literature mutually influence each other.
Impressionism, an artistic movement, made its mark on the literary world,
giving rise to humanistic works. The cornerstone of Impressionism, much like
the Khusrawian wisdom of Bayazid Bastami, is light. This connection aligns
him with the hallmarks of Impressionism. This research, employing a
descriptive-analytical method, explores the interplay between Sufism and art
based on the sayings and teachings of Bayazid. It aims to answer how
Impressionistic characteristics are reflected in Bayazid's works. The findings
reveal that fundamental Impressionistic features, such as individualism,
subjectivism, metaphorical perspective, the use of nature, light and color, and
the perception of the moment, are abundantly evident in Bayazid Bastami's
statements. Therefore, his style can be categorized as Impressionistic and
artistic.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Bayazid Bastami, a renowned Sufi from Iran and titled "Sultan of the Sufis" and the leader of the Khorasan
school, is known for his deep connection to art. His ancestor, Soroushan, was a Zoroastrian who later
converted to Islam. Noor (light), a Quranic term, is a central symbol in Sufi beliefs. In Bayazid's Sufism,
one can find various themes such as light, love, annihilation, unity, monotheism, knowledge, abstraction,
and individuation. His bold and fearless statements often contain a paradoxical quality that was particularly
evident in his ecstatic states. Sufism, especially Bayazid's, is deeply connected to art. Without an artistic
understanding, Bayazid's Sufism can be misunderstood. He did not write any books, but his words were so
profound that others compiled his sayings into books. Bayazid's life and stories have made him immortal
in history, and the reason for this is undoubtedly the artistic nature of these events. In Bayazid's Mirajnama
(Ascension Narrative), light manifests in various forms. Art and Sufism are deeply intertwined, as both
convey profound and inspiring experiences. In the 19th century, artistic movements underwent significant
transformations. One of these movements was Impressionism. The connection between Bayazid's Sufism
and the Impressionist school has led the writers to explore this relationship. This research is an attempt to
uncover these literary and artistic connections, which are the result of the intertwining of Sufism and the
Impressionist school in the language and life of this renowned Sufi.

Discussion

Impressionists saw life as a pursuit of beauty. Impressionism aimed to capture a specific action at a specific
moment and to showcase the play of light and color at that instant. One characteristic of Impressionist
paintings is the reflection of light and its impact on nature. In this type of painting, the world is depicted as
it forms in the mind of the painter. A significant feature is the blending of colors and visual intermingling.
In Impressionist narratives, the main characters are often isolated individuals who perceive the outside
world as a threat. In Impressionism, to make something artistic is to personalize it. When an artist creates
their interpretation of a phenomenon in an artistic form, they are, in fact, defining it from their perspective
and sharing that definition with others.

Sufism can be seen as an artistic interpretation of religion. Sufis can be divided into different categories,
some of which exhibit more artistic expression than others. The more a Sufi movement emphasizes creation
and manifestation in the physical world, the closer it is to art.

Bayazid Bastami can be considered one of the first Iranians to embark on the path of Sufism. As a pioneer,
he felt it necessary to establish a solid foundation for this tradition. However, achieving this was not easy.
He had to consider both literary and artistic innovation while remaining mindful of the Iranian philosophical
heritage. Therefore, he made light the foundation of his Sufism. Moreover, his language is literary and
artistic. In addition, ecstasy and revelatory utterances are aspects that many consider Bayazid to be the
founder of. Bayazid's relationship with his society was complex and, like other aspects of his language and
life, contradictory. The world he lived in was one he created himself, where everything was joyful, even
without human presence. Bayazid was not a political critic, although he had conflicts with religious zealots.
In terms of his relationship with the people, he was popular in his city and neighborhood, although this
popularity was not constant and was often challenged.

Some artistic movements place a greater emphasis on human consciousness and thought, recreating
phenomena based on a momentary human perspective rather than a realistic one. Impressionism is one such
movement that offers those who are disillusioned with society an opportunity to connect with themselves,
the moment, light, and color. In many ways, Bayazid's Sufism aligns with the characteristics of this artistic
movement.

conclusion

Bayazid Bastami, with his Iranian artistic taste, successfully merged the mystical aspect of Islam with the
Islamic aspect of traditional Iranian Sufism. Through his artistic and literary innovations, he ensured the
enduring legacy of Iranian-1slamic Sufism in the world of literature. This Sufism has influenced not only
literature but also art, and its effects can be beautifully found in Iranian art. Light is the primary component
of Bayazid's sayings. This research has also shown that light is the primary component of both Bayazid's
Sufism and the Impressionist school. Bayazid considered God to be the perfect light and believed that each
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being, according to their proximity to the divine essence and distance from worldly attachments, benefited
from this light. Similarly, the Impressionist school of art is based on the impact of light on the appearance
of phenomena for the painter. Given this similarity, one can understand the artistic aspects of Bayazid's
words. Some of the Impressionist components manifested in Bayzid's words include: individualism instead
of a social perspective, defamiliarization, momentary understanding, color and light, unfinished but vivid
images, the presence of the artist's "I" in the artwork, subjectivism, movement and flow, the metaphorical
aspect of place, and the use of natural elements. The dominant thought in Bayazid's mind is individualism,
and in his words, functions shift from the collective to the individual.
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