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In this research, we are using a descriptive-analytical method to answer that
why does Ghazali establish an epistemological system with a taste of
phenomenology to deal with the truth of the doctrines of religious life? It
seems that Ghazali's skepticism about the validity of the doctrines of religious
life and the falsifiability of theoretical reason in this regard leads him to the
doctrines of this type of life. This causes Ghazali to deal with Sufism in the
context of practical reason to achieve certain knowledge. Therefore, Ghazali's
skepticism in the field of common sciences of religious life and deviation
from theoretical reason in the context of dogmatic metaphysics leads him to
the perceptions of practical reason and ethics and ultimately Sufism. Sufism
became a means for Ghazali's serious entry into the field of anagogical
exegesis and interpretation of the world of religious life and common texts in
this type of life. Therefore, his tendency towards sufism and anagogical
exegesis prepared the ground for the phenomenological approach to the
aforementioned sciences to organize an intuitive epistemological system in
order to prove the truth of the doctrines of religious life.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This research is conducted in order to answer why Ghazali had a phenomenological approach in establishing
an epistemological system, to evaluate common knowledge in religious life. He based the epistemological
foundation on the two bases of skepticism and Neoplatonism. Ghazali's doubt about the common awareness
of religious life was not only in terms of the efficiency of the mind, but also the result of the attention of
human existential Being to the mental phenomena resulting from the experiences of religious life, which is
considered a ontological entity. The course of Ghazali's life, according to Mishkat al-Anwar, shows his
Neoplatonism. Mishkat al-Anwar shows that he was somewhat familiar with Plotinus and Neoplatonic
wisdom (Zarinkub, 2008: 108). Ghazali's doubt in the authenticity of the awareness’s of religious life and
the existence of Neo-Platonic contexts in his thought, while it caused the transformation of peripatetic
philosophy into illuminationist philosophy in his attitude, provided the necessary ground for his entry into
the field of religious epistemology. A review of the research conducted with the centrality of
phenomenological and epistemological variables in the attitude of Ghazal shows that there is no background
research on his skeptical entry and Sufic exit to religious life that leads to the establishment of a
phenomenological epistemological structure.

Discussion

Since Ghazali's jurisprudential and theological attitude was dragged his attention on obtaining certainty
about the education of religious life, doubting the conceptions derived from religion was a requirement of
his experience of religious life. Ghazali in his search for truth was faced with theologians that since they
lack correct explanation of their assumptions about the topics he asked, he inclined towards philosophy
(Watt, 1985: 87). In the face of Al-Ismailiyah, he advises against anagogical exegesis in order to prevent
conflict of speculations about the understanding of God's words and the motivation of his prophet (al-
Ghazali, 1992: 20-24). Therefore, it can be understood that he is suspicious of the interpretation and
anagogical exegesis of religious education and takes an intuitive and phenomenological orientation. Ghazali
turned away from Aristotelianism with the tactic of skepticism, because he has considered mere
metaphysical studies to be falling into the trap of chronic and sometimes contradictory mental assumptions
about religious life, which has no benefit in strengthening the faith of the common people of the society.
With the technique of negation of theological subjectivism, and relying on the experiences of religious life
based on the doctrines of this type of life, he resolved his doubts and healed the faith of the Muslim masses.
Ghazali as an Ash'ari, with monotheistic attitude, has gone through the doubt in the Creation and the
Creator, and what has raised Ghazali's doubts is the skepticism in the skepticism itself and the skeptic. It
should be noted that Ghazali's criticism to philosophy in Al-Munqidh is a criticism of the principle of
skepticism and skeptic, which guides him toward the methods of acquiring certain knowledge and reduces
ontology to epistemology. With regard to requirements of Ghazali's skepticism towards the awarenesses
that are obtained during the experiences of religious life, the Phenomenology movement provides a
different attitude to knowledge, which makes it possible to realize a solid science with special attention to
the human being as the subject of any kind of awareness is consistent with elements such as allusion,
suspense, intuition, meaning and description of objects centered on human being. According to the taste of
phenomenology, the transcendental dimension of human, makes it possible to identify the reality of
religious life through mental phenomena resulting from the experiences of this life. It is obvious that in
such a situation, another undersatnding of Shari'a and beliefs will be presented and a new Path will be
presented in discovering the truth of religious life doctrines. While getting acquainted with epistemological
methods such as taste and other unknown topics, Ghazali found that these methods of knowledge are
considered as individual experiences of the soul" (Griffel, 2009: 41). According to the phenomenological
approach, the mentioned individual experiences can be considered as the things themselves in the
framework of the religious life of a pious person, which causes the essence of religious life to be achieved
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by suspending the extravagant understandings. The kind of knowledge created in this way is an inner and
reassuring awareness regarding the position of the self and the inner being of human. Ghazali realized that
he does not find his cure except within himself (Shihadeh, 2005: 41). It seems that just as Plotin in the
Neoplatonic school, by mixing Aristotle's school with Plato's thoughts, tries to justify the mysticism in the
Peripatetic school and, in a sense, a mystical understanding of Aristotle's philosophy, and makes philosophy
easy to understand for those outside the philosophers' circle, Ghazali also by using a mystical approach to
the Peripatetic school to resolve the contradictions in it, he not only assures the surprised listeners of
philosophy who are the common people of the society, but by relying on practical ethics, he tries to make
religion the savior of minds tried of argumentative contradictions by establishing an intuitive
epistemological system through its moral model. The point of intersection between Ghazali and Neo-
Platonists, in the issue of acquiring certain knowledge, is the accuracy in the type of mental and even extra-
mental meanings of the world of life according to the phenomenological approach. Since mystical esoteric
meanings that is not limited to our time and perception, the are infinite, and because they are independent
of the mystic's understanding, they will not be fallible and are prone to establish an epistemological
structure based on the illuminations that appear to the mystic. Ghazali calls such a world the world of
sanctity ("Alam al-Qusd) and because it has no exchange with the world outside, he calls it the Hazirat Al-
Quds (Al-Ghazali, 1986: 152). So, paying attention to the world of sanctity introduces the Sufi to an
unshakable epistemological system based on practical reason while phenomenological suspension of
human extravagant understanding.

Conclusion

Ghazali, with ontological doubt about the validity of religious life’s doctrines, while rejecting theological
subjectivism, through experiences of this kind of life realized some intuitive and phenomenological
awarenesses in the dual field of the sensual and mental. By suspending the tools of the world of body, he
started to constitute true knowledge of Hazirat Al-Quds, all of which were aimed at helping the
interpretation of Sufi observations and religious texts to prove the truth of the doctrines of religious life by
establishing an unshakable epistemological system.
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