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Extended Abstract

Focusing on the interconnection between belief, character, and behavior can
yield a novel understanding of the concept of ‘action’. This research aims to
formulate a definition of 'action' based on this relationship, employing a
descriptive-analytical methodology. Sadra distinguishes ‘action’ from a mere
doing by positing that 'awareness precedes action'. Practical intellect is
responsible for cultivating this awareness, which is facilitated by theoretical
intellect's grasp of universal concepts. Each of the three components of
religious stations—knowledge, states, and actions—can be viewed both as
consequences and antecedents. The repeated performance of actions preceded
by awareness, derived from practical intellect, gives rise to acquired
dispositions and ethics within the soul. Subsequently, these dispositions foster
knowledge. The outcome of this knowledge is a state and a disposition that
catalyze actions. Actions preceded by deeper knowledge result in more
solidified dispositions, which, in turn, influence the soul's knowledge-based
functioning. From this perspective, actions are preparatory steps towards
attaining wisdom and serve as precursors to knowledge. Both actions and
dispositions are ultimately linked to the purification of the heart, a process of
negation that involves removing the obstacles imposed by the sensory realms
to reach the ultimate truth. Consequently, the role of action in this relationship
is secondary and incidental rather than being the intrinsic or primary
objective.
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Introduction

The most important dimension of human existence is knowledge, and other human aspects gain significance
in relation to perception and knowledge. The human soul has the potential and capacity to acquire
knowledge in order to ascend the stages of being in its substantial movement. The gradual evolution of the
soul is realized through its actions and interfering in the body, and action assists the soul in reaching its
ultimate perfection and happiness. In this sense, in stations such as faith, knowledge is considered primary,
and action is seen as a preparatory cause that plays a secondary role in human beings' attainment of
perfection and happiness. This is why the discussion of action in Sadra's works has not been independently
considered, and only some of its aspects have been addressed in issues of psychology. This paper, while
addressing the elements of action and how action is realized, attempts to explain the nature of action in the
context of the relationship between knowledge, state, and action by clarifying this three-way relationship.
It also aims to clarify the role of knowledge in the process of realizing action and the role of action in the
cognitive functioning of the soul.

Discussion

A complete and precise explanation of what is meant by ‘action’ hinges on distinguishing it from a mere
doing (and consequently distinguishing the agent from the doer). It is the ‘practical intellect’ that makes the
agent aware of the purpose and goal of their doing and transforms the doing into an action. The practical
intellect is both a perceptual faculty and has a motivating character, activating some faculties by issuing
judgments. To this end, the practical intellect activates the appetitive faculty by affirming the benefit of the
doing. There are four origins that can be mentioned for the issuance of an action: the cognitive faculty, the
appetitive faculty, the will, and the doing faculty. After the realization of the origins of action, with the
addition of the practical intellect to these origins, the element of ‘consciousness of purpose’ is also added,
and the doing is transformed into an action. Given the role of the practical intellect, action can be defined
from Sadra's perspective as follows: An action is a voluntary act that, due to the role of the practical intellect
in its realization, its agent is aware of the goal and purpose of their doing.

Every station of the religion, such as faith, contentment, repentance, trust, and gratitude is composed of
three components: knowledge, state, and action. The mechanism of the influence of each of these three
things on the other is such that with the repetition of an action, the effect and state that arise in the soul are
strengthened and become a habit. The more an action is repeated, the more gradually the state turns into a
disposition. Asceticism, piety, and other forms of worship and spiritual exercises are all preparatory for the
attainment of wisdom and the prelude to knowledge. The main purpose of establishing acts of worship is
to free the heart from obstacles and distractions for the soul and actions play a role in purifying (or polluting)
the heart. However, the principle of purity and clarity, being a negative matter, is not desired for its own
sake but is important only because it is a prelude to knowledge.

Action, in Sadra's view, gains importance due to the role it plays in perfecting the soul and attaining
knowledge, which is a secondary and accidental role. That is, action is important insofar as it prepares the
soul for greater understanding and creates the ground for attaining a higher level of understanding. It is not,
in itself, the primary goal or desire, because the entire identity and reality of a human being is in their soul,
and the only function of this pure soul is considered to be understanding. From this perspective, the truth
of action returns to knowledge. It is for this reason that thinkers like Mulla Sadra, in defining faith, have
introduced faith as affirmation and gnosis and have placed actions outside of faith.

Conclusion

‘Action’ is distinct from ‘doing.” ‘Action’ is a doing that is the effect of an agent-by-intention and arises
from the conscious will of the agent; however, ‘doing’ arises from an agent-by-will. It is the qualifier
‘awareness’ that makes an agent-by-intention more specific than an agent-by-will. The ‘practical intellect’
is responsible for making the agent aware of the purpose and goal of the doing and transforming the doing
into an action.

Sadra considers the soul to be united with its actions and deeds in a union akin to that of cause and effect.
In Transcendent Theosophy, an effect is not separate and detached from its cause; rather, it is an aspect of
the cause. Therefore, in Sadra's view, action is a voluntary doing that, due to the role of the practical intellect
in its realization, its agent is aware of its goal and purpose. Furthermore, action gains importance due to the
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role it plays in perfecting the soul and attaining knowledge, which gives action a secondary and accidental
role in its own.
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