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After the collection of Aristotle's works by Andronicus of Rhodes, the
tradition of commenting on Aristotle's works began in a special and wide
way. By examining the remaining explanations, it is highlighted that the
tradition of commenting on Aristotle's works was carried out both for its own
sake and for a better understanding of his opinions, which was usually used
by the Peripatetics, or for a better understanding. Plato's philosophy that the
Platonists usually interpreted Aristotle’s views with this aspect. A
comparison of the comments of Ammonius, Boethius, and al-Farabi in the
ninth chapter of the book on Aristotle on Interpretation indicates that each
of these three philosophers had different concerns and approaches to the
explanation of Aristotle's opinions. Ammonius, who is concerned with
Aristotle and Plato, looks at the topics of this chapter with a theological
approach, Boethius tries to defend Aristotle against the misconceptions of
the essentialist Stoics in the space of propositions and the relationships
between subjects and their predicates. Although al-Farabi is the inheritor of
the tradition of Ammonius, he tries to explain this chapter in the same logical
space and establishes the position of Aristotle's logic as a tool (organon) of
philosophy.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Aristotle's commentators were among the most important bearers of Greek and Roman wisdom and the
agents of its development. The detailed description of Ammonius and Boethius in the ninth chapter of the
book On Interpretation, which indicates the importance of the logical and philosophical issues, can provide
explanations on some philosophical issues based on the different concerns of philosophers in the Greek-
Roman era. In this article, we will explore the tradition of commenting on Aristotle's works from ancient
times through the early centuries of Hijri in the Islamic world. We will also compare the differing
approaches of Ammonius, Boethius, and al-Farabi in this chapter. These three philosophers were
profoundly influenced by Aristotle, and their contributions significantly shaped the trajectory of philosophy
that followed.

Discussion

With the publication of Aristotle's complex philosophical works by Andronicus of Rhodes in the middle of
the first century BC, a tradition of interpretation began among both followers and critics of his philosophy.
This tradition continued until the end of antiquity in the Tth century and extended into the Islamic and
Christian Middle Ages. The practice of commentary allowed philosophers to introduce new ideas and
express their views. Galen regarded this tradition of exegesis as a valuable tool for teachers, enabling them
to present new material to students who have a foundational level of knowledge. Alexander of Aphrodisias
is one of the most significant and dedicated philosophers of Aristotle, known for explaining many of
Avristotle's works. While later commentators were influenced by his interpretations, their goal was not to
restore Aristotle's original views. Instead, they aimed to present an interpretation of Aristotle that could
align with Plato's ideas, effectively merging the two into a single school of thought. Olympiodorus cites
Ammonius in his commentary on Gorgias, stating that a good commentator must be familiar with all of
Aristotle's works and opinions to demonstrate their internal consistency. Additionally, the commentator
must understand all of Plato's writings to show that Plato is also consistent in his thought. Furthermore, it
is essential to include Aristotle's works as a foundation for comprehending Plato's works.

From the ¢th century onwards, Latin philosophers influenced by Platonic ideas often turned to Aristotle to
explain his works. Boethius emphasizes that studying Aristotle is essential for understanding Plato's
philosophy. In a typical educational course, professors introduce students to philosophy by exploring
Avristotle's writings at various levels.

In the Islamic tradition, alongside the existing works that described Aristotle's logical, philosophical, and
ethical treatises, there were also many texts closely related to the approach of Neoplatonic philosophers
from the fifth and sixth centuries, particularly the Ammonian school, which represented a Platonized
version of Aristotle. Some researchers argue that, compared to Ibn Rushd, philosophers like al-Farabi and
Ibn Sina did not accurately interpret Aristotle's views as he intended, without their own biases influencing
their analyses. As a result, Ibn Rushd felt compelled to clarify Aristotle's opinions correctly. Al-Qifti argues
that al-Farabi and Ibn Sina are entirely subordinate to Aristotle and have the clearest understanding of his
intentions. Therefore, any criticism directed at Aristotle also applies to both of them.

One of the most important works of Aristotle is On Interpretation. Although it was initially considered a
forgery attributed to Andronicus of Rhodes, it later gained recognition as one of Aristotle's key texts and
has been thoroughly analyzed over time. This book has captivated philosophers from ancient times to the
present, not only for its linguistic insights and preliminary discussions on syllogism but also for its
exploration of modal logic, particularly regarding the truth and falsity of possible future propositions. It
challenges the notion of determinism, a point emphasized in the ninth chapter. This aspect has drawn the
attention of essentialist Stoics and skeptical philosophers alike.

Ammonius' commentary on the ninth chapter of this book serves as a treatise on longstanding debates
surrounding essentialism. In addition to examining and critiquing the well-known Sea Battle argument,
which Aristotle himself reported and discussed, Ammonius also explores the two arguments regarding
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Divine Foreknowledge and the Reaper. According to Ammonius, Aristotle's argument in this chapter is not
merely logical; he aims to demonstrate the existence of contingents, a topic that is relevant to all areas of
philosophy. Therefore, He attempts to prove their existence using additional arguments and a theological
perspective. Boethius's commentary was published shortly after Ammonius' work, consisting of a brief
version and a more detailed one. While Boethius did not directly reference Ammonius' commentary, both
works draw from Alexander as their common source. Boethius discusses Aristotle's Sea Battle argument,
but he does not address the Reaper argument. Instead, he briefly considers the issue of Divine
Foreknowledge from a logical standpoint. He postpones a more detailed philosophical exploration of Divine
Foreknowledge and Providence to his philosophical work, Consolation of Philosophy. Boethius, who
regards himself as a Peripatetic, is influenced by the Stoic-Aristotelian debates recorded by Alexander and
Porphyry. Therefore, his interpretation approach differs from Ammonius, who utilized the Neoplatonists
after Porphyry, namely lamblichus, Syrianus, and Proclus.

In his commentary on the ninth chapter of Aristotle’s On Interpretation, al-Farabi disagrees with some
commentators who claim that Aristotle proves the existence of contingent beings in this chapter. Instead,
al-Farabi argues that Aristotle assumes the existence of contingents as self-evident and focuses solely on
discussing the truth and falsity of statements made about them. In his opinion, even if the existence of
contingents, contradict natural nature, is not be evident, logic is not an appropriate tool for proving their
existence. Instead, philosophy, which examines beings in terms of their existence, should focus on them by
considering whether it is possible or necessary. Although al-Farabi does not specifically mention Aristotle's
commentators, it appears that he drew from two primary traditions. These are the commentary tradition
influenced by Alexander of Aphrodisias, represented by Porphyry, and the lamblichsian tradition associated
with Ammonius. Al-Farabi’s approach in this chapter suggests that, although he was not directly influenced
by Boethius, he shares a similar clarity in defining the distinctions between logic and philosophy concerning
their subjects, methods, and objectives. He avoids conflating philosophical topics with those of logic.
Furthermore, his discussion implies that during his time, issues of necessity and determinism were not
widely addressed by philosophers. The existence of contingent beings and human free will were taken for
granted, with little skepticism surrounding these concepts. If there was a need to discuss their
characteristics, rules, and implications, those discussions took place within the realm of philosophy rather
than logic.

Conclusion

The tradition of commentaries in ancient and medieval times served as a way to present new philosophical
ideas and educate students. Ammonius provided explanations of the ninth chapter of Aristotle’s On
Interpretation using a theological lens. Boethius, as a follower of the Peripatetic school, sought to defend
the existence of contingent beings against essentialism through logical arguments, while leaving the more
detailed theological discussions to his philosophical writings. Al-Farabi challenges the interpretations of
previous commentators regarding Aristotle's intentions in this chapter. He argues that Aristotle was not
trying to prove the existence of contingent beings; instead, he aimed to clarify the truth and falsity of
propositions related to them through a purely logical approach. While the perspectives of these three
philosophers do not differ significantly in their explanations of Aristotle's views, their approaches vary
based on their individual concerns. Consequently, each of these commentaries holds importance and
warrants examination in turn.
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