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The question of how to understand the relationship between man and existence
is an important question that can be used to interrogate two non-metaphysical
thinkers, namely Heidegger and Ibn “‘Arabi. In response to the understanding
of the relationship between man and existence in his later thought, Heidegger
resorts to the concept of “event of appropriation”, which is the central concept
of his later thought. The relationship between man and existence and how to
understand existence in its historical context is determined by the event. In this
study, the researcher has tried to investigate the relationship between the "event
in the late Heidegger" and the "manifestation according to Ibn ‘Arabi" in
response to the question of the relationship between man and existence. Using
the method of proportional similarity, it can be acknowledged that the two
concepts of event and manifestation have a significant affinity with each other
and there are similar basic components in them. Accordingly, the author argues
that there is a proportional similarity between the "event of appropriation” and
the "specific manifestation of existence,” and it is possible to demonstrate
prerequisites of dialogue between the two thinkers, such as the possibility of
non-conceptual thinking in the realm of presence, the experience of closeness
to existence, and the possibility of historical understanding of existence based
on the aforementioned two concepts. With these possibilities, one can open the
door for dialogue between two thinkers from different traditions and pursue a
common horizon regarding thought directed towards existence.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This comparative study examines the relationship between human beings and existence as explored by two non-
metaphysical thinkers: Heidegger and Ibn ‘Arabi. Heidegger, in his later thought, addresses this relationship
through the concept of "appropriation event" (Ereignis), which is a central notion in his later philosophy. The
relationship between humans and existence, and the understanding of existence in its historical context, is
determined by the event. The event is characterized by essential components such as non-conceptuality,
possibility for openness, historicity, and proximity to existence. On the other hand, for Ibn ‘ Arabi, the relationship
between humans and existence is defined by the “specific manifestation of existence to humans." In this
comparative study, the researcher attempts, through an analytical method, to examine the relationship between
"event in late Heidegger" and "manifestation in Ibn ‘Arabi" in response to the question of the relationship
between humans and existence. The method of this research has been analytical, involving the analysis of the
texts of the two thinkers, followed by a comparative study using the method of proportional similarity.

In "Being and Time," Heidegger raises the question of existence in his early thought and, in his later thought,
proposes the transition from metaphysics in search of another language and thinking directed toward existence.
This thinking is poetic and historical in nature and is based on the "event of being" (Ereignis). Hence, the
"appropriation event" is central to his later thought, and his book "Contributions to Philosophy" is centered on
this key concept. On the other hand, in the tradition of Islamic mysticism, Ibn ‘Arabi presents existence as the
Truth (al-Haqqg) and considers humans as the highest manifestation of the Truth, with the centrality of the
relationship between the Truth and humans being understood through manifestation (tajalli), which can only be
received through direct knowledge (‘ilm huzuri). It appears that there is a similarity between Heidegger's later
approach to the "event of being" and Ibn ‘Arabi's “manifestation” that opens the door for dialogue between the
two traditions. Thus, the author aims to conduct a comparative study of these two concepts in this article.

Discussion

The purpose of the comparative study in this writing is not merely to show the similarities and differences
between the two thoughts but to open the possibility of dialogue between the two philosophical systems or
traditions. The guiding thread of this comparative study is a fundamental question related to the traditions under
study, which can reveal the untapped capacities of each philosophical system. This comparative study, through
extensive examination of the works of both thinkers, seeks to understand how they perceive the relationship
between humans and existence through the concepts of "event" and "manifestation" and, considering the current
and future state of contemporary humans, what understanding of existence, humanity, and thought they offer.
Using the comparative method of proportional similarity, one can assert that the concepts of "event"
(Ereignis) and "manifestation” (tajalli) have significant convergences and share essential components.
Accordingly, the author posits that there is a proportional similarity between the "appropriation event" and
the "specific manifestation of existence,” and it is possible to demonstrate the potential for dialogue between
the two thinkers based on the following shared aspects: the possibility of non-conceptual thinking in the
realm of presence, the experience of proximity to existence, and the historical understanding of existence.
With these commonalities, it is possible to open a dialogue between the two thinkers from different
traditions and pursue a shared horizon concerning thinking directed towards existence. The method of this
research has been analytical, involving the analysis of the texts of the two thinkers, followed by a
comparative study using the method of proportional similarity.

Conclusion

In this writing, the role of the concept of "event" in the relationship between humans and existence in late
Heidegger is compared to the role of "manifestation” in the relationship between humans and existence in
Ibn ‘Arabi. In other words, the role and centrality of the concept of the event in Heidegger's later thought
are compared to the role and centrality of manifestation in Ibn ‘Arabi's thought, and since there are many
similar components in both, one can acknowledge the proportional similarity. By clarifying the proportional
similarity between the two concepts in the two thinkers, the discussion of the possibilities for mutual
dialogue between the two traditions and their common horizon becomes possible.
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