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The principle of causality is one of the most fundamental principles in
philosophical systems, although there are differences of opinion regarding its
formulation and obviousness. The statement “every possible being needs a
cause” is Ibn Sina’s formulation of it. From the perspective of most
commentators of Ibn Sina, he believes in the self evidence of this principle.
In his works, there are both interpretable evidences in favour of the self
evidence of this principle and interpretable evidences against it, which may
lead to illusion of contradiction among his statements. Some commentators
have considered the existence of this conflict to be insoluble, while others
have tried to resolve this conflict in favor of the self-evidence of the principle
of causality. This research, which is organized by citing printed and
manuscript sources and has introduced the views of some of these
commentators for the first time, seeks to describe and analyze their views and
evaluate them. The results of the evaluation show that, contrary to their views,
the aforementioned conflict can be resolved in favor of the non-self-evidence
of the principle of causality.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The principle of causality is one of the most fundamental principles in philosophical systems, although
there are differences of opinion regarding its formulation and obviousness. The statement “every possible
being needs a cause” is Ibn Sina’s formulation of it. From the perspective of most commentators of Ibn
Sina, he believes in the self evidence of this principle. In his works, there are both interpretable evidences
in favour of the self evidence of this principle and interpretable evidences against it, which may lead to
illusion of contradiction among his statements. Some commentators have considered the existence of this
conflict to be insoluble, while others have tried to resolve this conflict in favor of the self-evidence of the
principle of causality. This research, which is organized by citing printed and manuscript sources and has
introduced the views of some of these commentators for the first time, seeks to describe and analyze their
views and evaluate them. The results of the evaluation show that, contrary to their views, the
aforementioned conflict can be resolved in favor of the non-self-evidence of the principle of causality.
Discussion

The principle of causality in philosophy has always been controversial and contentious. Islamic philosophy
is no exception, and this principle is at the center of the philosophizings of those belonging to this tradition
and is accepted by almost all of them. This principle has been formulated in various ways, depending on
the intellectual foundations of the thinkers. For example, Ibn Sina formulates it as “every possible being
needs a cause.” Among the controversial issues in this regard is the self-evidence of the principle of
causality, which, in the initial encounter with Ibn Sina’s works, seems not to have taken a unified position
on this matter. On the one hand, in two positions (Ibn Sina, 2002:; 286-287; Ibn Sina, 2015: 51), he makes
a statement from which the claim of the self-evidence of the principle of causality can be inferred, and on
the other hand, in another position (Ibn Sina, 2015: 15-16), he speaks in a way as if he is claiming the non-
self-evidence of the principle of causality, as he also presents arguments to prove the principle of causality
in al-Isharat (lbn Sina, 2002: 267) and al-Shifa (Ibn Sina, 2015: 50-51). At first glance, a profound
contradiction is evident in his works, and it should be seen whether this contradiction can be resolved. If
this contradiction cannot be resolved, he can be accused of contradicting himself regarding the self-evidence
of the principle of causality. Some commentators of Ibn Sina have tried to resolve this conflict by searching
the Fankha lists and the Dictionary of Iragi Manuscripts. They worked to identify all the commentaries and
glossaries on al-Shifa and al-Isharat in Iran. By accessing both printed and manuscript copies of these
works from libraries in Iran and around the world, they aimed to determine which of Ibn Sina’s
commentators had addressed this conflict. It seems that Ahmad ‘Aalawi ‘Ameli and after him, Aga Hussein
Khansari were the first to pay attention to the conflict between these two pieces of evidence. The footnote
of the Khansari paved the way for Mulla Muhammad Baqir Sabzevari, Muhammad Jamal Razawi, Mulla
Mahdi Naragi, and ‘Abdul ‘azim bin Ali Reza Husseini Isfahani to pay attention to this conflict, so that each
of them tried to resolve it in their own way. The common point of all these efforts is the acceptance of the
self-evidence of the principle of causality. First, we will describe and explain the efforts of the mentioned
commentators, and for the first time, we will reveal some of their locations to the research community.
Next, by evaluating these efforts, we will demonstrate that none are without flaws. Each can be critiqued
due to internal conflicts, a lack of comprehensive consideration of opposing evidence, or inconsistencies
with Ibn Sina’s text or the fundamental principles of his intellectual system. Taking a position on the
Avicennian conflict falls outside the scope of this research. Addressing it requires extensive textual
research, follow-up, and in-depth analysis of Ibn Sina’s works, which the authors have explored in a
separate study. It should be noted that, to the best of the authors' knowledge, there is ho comprehensive
written work that examines and evaluates the commentaries on the Avicennian conflict concerning the self-
evidence of the principle of causality. Indeed, some of these commentaries are introduced for the first time
in this article.

In an article titled “The Principle of Causality” (2019), ‘Abdurrasul ‘Ubudiyyat addresses the self-evidence
of the principle of causality but does not explicitly examine the conflict between Ibn Sina's views and those
of his commentators. Similarly, in an article entitled “A Critical Study of the Principle of Causality from
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the Perspective of Islamic Philosophy” (In Press), Majid Ahsan briefly touches on the Avicennian conflict
and Khansari’s solution, criticizing it without delving into Ibn Sina’s position or thoroughly examining the
perspectives of his commentators.

Additionally, in an article titled ‘“Proving Causality Outside the Viewpoints of Aristotle and Ibn Sina”
(2015), Maryam Salem briefly mentions the self-evidence of the principle of causality in l1bn Sina's works
but does not address the Avicennian conflict or provide a detailed discussion of the views of his
commentators.

Conclusion

There is evidence in the works of 1bn Sina that the principle of causality regarded as self-evident, and there
is also evidence to the contrary. A search of manuscript and printed works, as far as the authors were able,
showed that five of the commentators of Al-Shifa have paid attention to this conflict and have offered a
solution to the aforementioned conflict, in short, by advocating the principle of causality. The examination
and analysis of these solutions showed that none of them are without flaws. The strict emphasis of these
commentators was on the rational self-evidence of the principle of causality. By rejecting this self-evidence
in Mukhtar's theory, we have shown that one of the important and even pivotal evidences in all the solutions
offered by the commentators in examining the conflict of Ibn Sina's statements collapses. In fact, all the
efforts of the commentators are based on establishing the self-evidence of the principle of causality in al-
Isharat and rejecting other textual evidence of Ibn Sina as non-self-evident or interpreting that evidence as
a proposition other than the proposition “the principle of causality is not self-evident.” By proving the non-
self-evidence of the principle of causality and distinguishing between the principle of causality and the
principle of the refusal of preponderance without there being a preponderant, the overall design of all these
efforts will be questioned. It was shown that all of Ibn Sina’s statements can be interpreted in favor of the
non-self-evidence of the principle of causality and, consequently, the self-evidence of the principle of
preponderance without there being a preponderant; without any conflict.
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